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Harmony 


I have only just had time to read 
Roger Barnard’s “ Lovely Harmony” 
(March 22) but would like to com- 
ment. Though journals like Peace 
News, Anarchy, WIN, and Liberation 
reach a small audience at present, 
they are increasingly being supported 
and also influencmg—and being in- 
fluenced by—newer magazines and 
newspapers which reach out to other 
sections of young(ish) people. Now 
though such a readership is a minor- 
ity, it is an increasingly articulate and 
aware group of people supporting 
peace and freedom, if not pacifist and 
anarchist theories. 


Any radical or revolutionary group 
seems far from influencing those in 
power until the consciousness of their 
ideas penetrates to the roots of the 
individually aware and self-educated 
minority in society. Then—and this 
time is always a million light years 
away from the core of its orlylual 
inspiration—there is likely to be an 
explosion of activities and ideas prac- 
tised, until the very stable and con- 
servative society is visibly uprooted 
by the parallel and diagonal societies 
breaking down the centralised and 
policed “ free” society! 


And I believe this is happening so 
quickly now that what we, the un- 
realistic Utopians living in our own 
heavens, must construct frame- 
works to help the many who are 
frightened—help them gain courage 
in order to work and dream with us 
now. For our dreams are our realities 
when we put them into action. 
Whether they be communes and open- 
house hospitality: workshops and 
independent schools: newspapers and 
magazines, festivals and celebrations, 
projects and demonstrations. 


To waste too much time on the nega- 
tive mass-media effects is thereby to 
take such newspaper/radio/television 
too seriously. Hence I would strongly 
urge Peace News to use more space 
for reports and detailed analysis of 
our own efforts in communications/ 
communes/media rather than what 
the liberal, committed professionals 
are fucking-up by their trivia and 
consumer demands. 

Dennis Gould, 

56 Jackson Avenue, 

Mickleover, Derby. 


Secrecy 


Once upon a time, when the Nazi 
regime was first set up in Austria, an 
official called on the secretary of a 
local pacifist organisation and politely 
asked for a list of his members. Be- 
lieving that complete openness with 
all and any sort of authority at all 
times and in all places was germane 
to non-violence and pacifism, the 
secretary complied with the Nazi 
official’s request. His members were 
soon all dead. 


Roger Moody, in his “ Post Mortem” 
on the NVAV Cambodia project 
(March 29) says of the direct action 
at Udon bomber base in Thailand: 
‘It involved deception and this I find 
unacceptable.” He might recall, how- 
ever, that the Norwegian teachers’ 
strike during World War II (famous 
among pacifists), which successfully 
prevented Quisling’s educational plans 
for the country, was prefaced by 
clandestine meetings, secret planning, 
and closed discussion. 

More recently an international team 
of non-violent resisters from Britain, 
France, America, and various African 
countries succeeded in entering what 
was then French-defended territory, 
in order to attempt a demonstration 
against the first series of French 
atomic tests in the Sahara, by not in- 
forming the French authorities pre- 
cisely where and when they would 


cross the frontier. They were in fact 
eventually able to cross it with 
dramatic effect, non-violently and in 
the face of French guns. Their action 
was of considerable value at that 
time. 

If non-violent direct action is advo- 
cated by pacifists as an alternative to 
the use of force, then it must be a 
type of action that is viable not only 
in an “open society” but also in a 
police state. This means that while the 
ultimate action is thoroughly open 
and non-violent (as was ours in enter- 
ing Udon US bomber base in Thai- 
land) the preliminary planning may, 
if the action is ever to take place at 
all, have to be conducted discreetly 
and with some secrecy. 

In entering Thailand (a police state) 
to take non-violent action at Udon, we 
never in fact deceived the officials: 
we simply did not tell them what we 
intended to do until the right time 
came—i.e. when we were actually 
entering the base. Had we, when 
applying for visas to enter the 
country, said we wanted them in 
order to go to a US bomber base to 
immobilise it, we would never have 
got the visas at all, and would never 
therefore have reached the base. This 
would have been a pity. 

Pat Arrowsmith, 

1 Grove Lodge, 

9 Hampstead Lane, London N6. 


NVAV 


I should like to back up Peggy Smith 
in her reply (March 22) to Aidan 
Foster-Carter’s letter of March 15. 
The latter thinks that the action of 
the Non-Violent Action Group in try- 
ing to get to North Vietnam in order 
to take a “personal risky part in 
stopping violence” was quite ridicu- 
lous and wasteful of money and 
energy. On the face of it this may 
seem true, but is it not true that ‘“ the 
foolish things of the world” may 
“confound the wise ’’? 

Of course, war is a complex phe- 
nomenon and needs much research to 
get at the root causes of it. Prejudice 
and hatred are undoubtedly two of 
the root causes and these the NVAV 
were trying to overcome. One might 
have said that it was a waste of time, 
etc, for four Ministers of Religion to 
visit Hanoi last year (A. J. Muste, 
Rabbi Abram Feinberg, Ambrose 
Reeves, and Martin Niemoller)—yet, 
on today’s broadcast in “The World 
at One” (April 1) the Rev Ambrose 
Reeves touched a note of hope re- 
garding possible peace talks over 
Vietnam as a result of talks with Ho 
Chi Minh on that occasion. 

It seems to me that when dedicated 
individuals feel they must pursue a 
certain course, they have to carry it 
out. The results may be quite different 
from those envisaged, but I’m sure 
there are results sooner or later. 
Barbara Anderson, 

57 Dollis Road, London N3. 


Pacifist futility 


Peace News boasts of the fact that it 
is a paper for an intellectual minority 
and consequently difficult to sell on 
the streets. A man takes space in your 
columns to state that he is refusing 
to pay his Surtax! A middle-class girl 
giggling because she’d bought a South 
African orange by mistake. Another 
girl, completely sympathetic and 
charming and living at an “ anar- 
chist ” community, having come from 
a Committee of 100 meeting then 
talked of the boredom that resulted 
for all because of one speaker who 
insisted that, if the Committee had 
any future at all, then it lay in the 
hands of those whom this girl termed 
as ‘“‘ plebs ”’. She then went on to extol 
the virtues of the Co-op! 

One could go an and on but it all adds 
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citor 


up to one thing: the pacifists, Peace 
News, The Committee, CND and even, 
sad to say, Freedom have, by a com- 
bination of intellectual snobbery, 
“complacency ”, and a childish faith 
in utterly futile actions, completely 
alienated virtually all their support 
of five years ago. It is no accident that 
the Committee’s greatest moments 
were created by the frankly more 
violent militants. 


The Black Power leader who is 
quoted as saying ‘the days of non- 
violence are over” is so right. 
Pacifists have had their day, as the 
Grosvenor Square demonstration 
spelled out. The time has surely come 
for all the old ‘“ Peace” groups, in- 
cluding Peace News, to completely 
revise their attitudes and policies— 
and if this is, as I suspect, impossible, 


they should quietly and without fuss 
gently fade away and hope that 
people will forgive the great harm 
that they have done. 

Charles Carter, 

338 Westbourne Park Road, 

London W11. 


Floor space 


We are trying to arrange overnight 
accommodation for some of the 
students who will be attending the 
Student Power conference to be held 
in London on April 16-17. Would any 
readers who would like to act as hosts 
—even if only with floorspace for 
sleeping bags—please write to me. 
Jacob Garonzhki, 

Business Manager, Resurgence, 

94 Priory Road, Kilburn, London NW6 


RSGs for 


The Government has, as everyone 
knows, set up a series of Regional 
Seats of Government to be used in 
emergencies. They will be staffed by 
selected personnel, all of whom will 
have a say in affairs and presumably, 
after a nuclear attack, will have no 
jurisdiction over anyone else. 


This is, it seems to us, an admirable 
idea and one that the peace move- 
ment could very well emulate. We 
visualise a series of small local 
groups, founded on the principles of 
non-violence, covering the country, 
each autonomous but loosely linked 
together in a federation for joint 
action. This at first would be in the 
nature of an alternative Government 
but in the course of time would be- 
come the sole authority in the country. 


Already many people are opting out 
of various parts of the State. We our- 
selves have opted out of the military 
machine—beatniks and Flower People 
have opted out of much more. Many 
others are casting about for their own 
way and would willingly join in some 
viable proposition. All such opting 
out is useful but negative: it is also 
imperative to opt into something 
positive. 

Any alternative to centralised State 
Government must of necessity be de- 
centralised and non-violent, so it is 
not possible for us to produce a blue- 
print, but merely bring forward a few 
ideas and trust that others will elab- 
orate on them. Each group would be 
small enough for each member to 
take part in its deliberations. Each 
group would have its own priorities— 
some would see the need to set up 
Farms for Peace as well as Factories 
for Peace, others would refuse to pay 
money to the State, some would set 
up sites for gypsies, perhaps a few 
would set up communities functioning 
side by side with the State. 


Sometime in the course of their 
development one group would become 
a recognisable menace to existing 
society and attempts be made to sub- 
due it by force. If we are correct in 
believing in the power of  non- 
violence, this attack would fail—then 
other groups would be encouraged to 
develop at greater speed and even- 
tually the whole federation would 
have thrown over the shackles of 
present civilisation. 


Such groups would need a paper to 
give news of experiments, and we 
have one already in existence in the 
shape of Peace News. Is all this an 
idle dream? Should anyone think 
there is something in it we hope they 
will air their views in the columns of 
this paper. 

One point we consider vital. To have 
any hopes of success at all the scheme 


peace? 

must be well-founded in non-violence. 
This will be far from easy, but the 
necessity is obvious. Unfortunately 
many people find it easy to identify 
the crime with the criminal. Demon- 
strators all over the country have 
been using a degree of violence 
against persons, thereby weakening 
their case. 


Non-violence cannot be attained in a 
weekend. To stand or sit quietly 
while you see your friends attacked 
is difficult but it can be achieved. 
Many illustrations from history can 
be given in evidence of this, but we 
would content ourselves with the 
following. 


Hans was born in a small Tyrolean 
village. It was unremarkable save in 
one respect—the river where it had 
worn a ravine through the mountains 
had, in the course of time, weathered 
a rock so it had the face of a man. The 
villagers had a legend that sometime 
when they were in dire need a man 
with the face of the rock would come 
and save them. 


Hans was fascinated by this tale and 
would spend hours looking at the 
rock, wishing his face was like it. But 
alas it wasn’t. As he grew up he 
applied himself to his studies and 
eventually got to a university, be- 
coming a doctor. One year a plague 
broke out in the Tyrol, and Hans 
rushed back to his village to do what 
he could to help. As he went round 
the cottages people looked at him, 
knowing who he was, but somehow 
his face had altered. It had become 
the face in the rock. 


Admittedly this is not history but 
fiction. Yet it enshrines a fundamental 
truth. Briefly, if one continually thinks 
evil thoughts then surely evil deeds 
will follow. To be able to act non- 
violently in violent situations one 
must have thought non-violently con- 
sistently for a long time. Perhaps at 
this stage we had better make it 
clear that we are not setting ourselves 
up as examples, for all too often we 
react violently when we should not. 


Finally we would add that it seems 
to us that this present time may be a 
climacteric. People are frustrated and 
seeking new ways of expression. The 
younger generation are setting a fine 
example to the rest of us—they have 
the awareness and imagination, the 
enthusiasm and dedication that was 
lacking in their fathers. If they seize 
the opportunity properly they can 
lead us all forward to something far 
better than the world has yet seen. If, 
however, they follow their fathers’ 
example and _ react’ violently, the 
opportunity will be lost and the future 
darker than the past has ever been. 


NELLIE & WILL WaRREN 


SATISH KUMAR continues 
his Gandhi Centenary tour 


NON-VIOLENCE IN 


FRANCE 


{ have recently been in France making contact 
with the non-violent movement there. The Inter- 
national Quaker Centre in Paris had organised a 
meeting for my friend Anant and myself, and we 
discussed with the audience the future of non- 
violence and its relevance to the Gandhi Centen- 
ary celebrations. I told them: “To me Gandhi 
means revolution—but a non-violent revolution. 
The best way to celebrate his Centenary is to 
prepare Gandhi’s revolution ”. The famous French 
peace-worker Louis Lecoin was also present at the 
meeting. He told us: 


“Gandhi’s Centenary should be kept separate 

' from the official show-business and State propa- 
ganda. Present-day Governments will pay lip- 
service to Gandhi in order to be popular and 
fulfil their narrow aims. But their acts are 
always contrary to those of Gandhi. Gandhi does 
not need boosting by the mediocrats. Gandhi 
does not need any certificate from the Prime 
Ministers and Presidents of the States. We 
should not soil the face of Gandhi in order to 
get cheap publicity. If we are sincere and 
serious about the Gandhi Centenary, let us link 
it with real social change and non-violent 
revolution.” 


Later we were invited to attend the Annual Con- 
ference of the French Section of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, held just outside Paris. About 200 
delegates from all over France had come to dis- 
cuss a very important subject: ‘The need for 
revolution and the way to get it”. In the open and 
group discussions everybody agreed that with 
worldwide exploitation, and the gap between the 
cich and poor growing all the time, revolution is 
not only necessary but essential. However, the 
participants could not find an agreed formula for 
the method. 


Non-violent anarchists 


A Catholic priest, the principal speaker at the 
Conference, was advocating—very militantly— 
that we should not place so much emphasis on the 
technique of the revolution. Techniques should be 
judged on the given situation and on their merits 
in achieving results. Whether it be violent or non- 
violent, if the method gets results we should 
accept it. The priest in question is connected with 
a left-wing bimonthly magazine called Freresdu 
Monde. Like Italy, France is a Catholic country 
but strongly influenced by Marxist thinking. Some 
Catholic priests in France are more left-wing and 
militant than the official French Communist 
Party! ’ 


We also met Michel Bouquet, the young anarchist, 
and found his group very interesting. This was 
tne only vroup of anarchists I met in France who 
bei:eve totally in non-violence. After the closure 
of the Action Civique Non-Violente, Bouquet and 
his group are now emerging as militants dedicated 
to nol-violent action without religious strings. 
Influenced strongly by the Spanish anarchist 
movement, most French anarchists have never 
openly declared for non-violence. Consequently 
the emergence of this group of ‘ non-violent anar- 
chists’”” opens a new era in the anarchist move- 
ment in France. 


We could not leave France without visiting the 
Ashram of Lanza del Vasto! So we travelled to 
the South of France and spent two unforgettable 
days in his Arche Community, which is just like 
our Gandhian Ashrams back in India—no elec- 
tricity, no television, no influence of industrialisa- 
tion. In a beautiful valley about 100 people live 
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At the Arche Community: 
left, trainees in non-violence 


below, Lanza del Vasto, ‘the 
Gandhi of France’ 


below left, at the spinning 
wheel 


and work on 1,200 acres of land. All the members 
spend an hour each day at their spinning wheels 
or weaving looms. Woollen clothes produced here 
are sold outside after the needs of the community 
have been fulfilled. Members of the community 
live in families and midday meal is taken in the 
community kitchen while evening meal is taken 
with the family. And there is a beautiful school 
for the children. 


Fault of Pacifists 


Lanza is an Italian prince, a poet and artist. When 
he visited India he was deeply impressed by 
Indian philosophy and Gandhian thinking. When 
he returned he took up a simple life with regular 
spinning. Later he was joined by several old 
friends disgusted with the complex dehumanised 
industrial society. He received great support and 
encouragement from his wife Santree. She is a 
very popular singer and travels a great deal 
giving concerts. 


Talking with me about the working of non- 
violence, Lanza said: ‘It is a human thing. It is 
not a trick to be always victorious. I think that in 
all circumstances it can be tried. Non-violence or 
violence, any method needs the appropriate con- 
ditions to be victorious. And the first condition is 
that people be strong enough, instructed enough, 
with faith enough, courage enough, and a readi- 
ness to sacrifice their lives if need be. We shall 
have great surprises if we try ourselves. The 
great fault of the pacifists is that they think they 
are going to resolve all the problems of the world 
when they have not even resolved their own 
problems. They want to bring about the univer- 
sal revolution of peace for everybody. But I ask 
them: Dear friend, how does it go in your own 
house? How do you practice non-violence with 
your wife, your children, your neighbours? 


“Peace is a beautiful word but it is a very vague 
word—like all the other beautiful words. Peace, 
freedom, love, justice, brotherhood—these are 
very powerful words but they are taken very 
lightly. I have seen many pacifist movements in 
the West but they don’t understand the relation- 
ship between economic exploitation and problems. 
of war and peace. They don’t understand the use 
and meaning of the spinning wheel. They go on 
thinking that we can nave an industrialised and 
centralised society and yet eliminate war. We 
can‘t.”’ 


4 Peace News 12 April 1968 


American witndrawal from 
Vietnam and Britain 


There’s a rather heady optimism in 
the air, as if Lyndon Johnson’s 
announcement that he won’t stand for 
re-election to the Presidency meant 
that America had already withdrawn 
her military forces from Vietnam and 
from the numecyous other countries in 
the world wsere she has military 
bases—witness the New Statesman’s 
desperately premature cditorial “ The 
Death of Empire ”’ last week. 


ft shouldn’t be necessary to point out 
that the killing is still going on in 
Vietnam and will continue, and that 
there has beeu no sign, or even hint, 
that America is intending to withdraw 
her forces from Vietnam. 


Quite the opposite is true, in fact. U 
‘rhant has made it clear that what is 
to be negotiated at his suggested 
(Geneva venue is an unconditional hait 
to the bomhing of North Vietnam and 
nothing else at this stage. The other 
two of his famous three points 
{scaling down the war in the South 
and recognising the NLF as a negoti- 
ating party) don’t figure on the agenda 
at the moment, for all that he has 
always insisted that all three be taken 
together. 


Dean Rusk said in New Zealand on 
April 2—admittedly before North 
Vietnam had accepted the offer of 
negotiations and possibly in open 
criticism of Johnson—that a coalition 
government in South Vietnam and the 
neutralisation of the country would 
not be a workable solution to the 
Vietnam war. 


Credits 


A note on our contributors. Ronald 
Sampson is a Lecturer in Politics at 
Bristol University. He is author of 
** Equality and Power” (Heinemann) 
which is rapidly coming to be seen on 
both sides of the Atlantic as an im- 
~ortant contribution to radical think- 
ng about peace, non-violence, and 
power: litics. In 1965, having taught 
imselt Russian, he translated Leo 
Tolstoy’s ‘“ The Crisis of Civilisation ” 
into English for the first time, setting 
up his type on a basement printing 
press, and then selling it as a pam- 
phlet on the 1965 Easter March. 


His translation in Peace News this 
week of Tolstoy’s ‘On the Subject of 
a Peace Conference” is not the first 
to appear in English: two other 
translations of the letter were done in 
the early years of the century but are 
now out of print. 


Satish Kumar is an Indian follower of 
Gandhi. He is presently touring 
Europe in order to help promote 
Gandhi Centenary Year. He was in 
London earlier this year when Peace 
News printed an interview with him. 
His dispatches from the countries he 
is visiting are appearing regularly in 
Peace News. 


Stan Scott is a free-lance journalist 
and poet. John Arden is the inter- 
nationally famous playwright and 
Chairman of Peace News. Adrian 
Buckley and Denis Knight are London 
poets: Anthony La Rose is a poet from 
the West Indies and author of 
“ Foundations ” (New Beacon Press). 
Our front-page illustration is by Barry 
Craddock. 


Peace News carries an extra four 
pages for Easter. This costs us money 
that we haven’t really got and eats 
away at our slim resources. We think 
the effort and work involved in pro- 
ducing this sort of special issue is well 
jestified in terms of results. If you 
think the same way, and if you think 
our work is worth supporting, please 
give us some financial help—we need 
it. Thank you. Donations to: The 
Treasurer, 5 Caledonian Road, Kings 
Cross, London NI. 

ROGER BARNARD 


SoS 

“Not only does the demand for 
withdrawal mean that we should 
look to the likely situation after 
America has left Vietnam and make 
recommendations for any disas- 
trous consequences that may follow. 
It also means that we should look 
to the British involvements in Viet- 
nam and the American involve- 
ments in Britain.” 


There must be the possibility, at least, 
that America will try to de-escalate 
the war only to the situation that 
existed before the bombing of the 
North began and re-work her options 
from there, perhaps building that 
electronic fence across the middle of 
Vietnam-—that is, doing whatever else 
she can to maintain South Vietnam as 
a so-called independent state—or 
alternatively retreating to supposedly 
impregnable hard-core bases in_pur- 
suance of the containment of China 
policy. 

Moreover, aS Michael Davie pointed 
out rather well in the Observer last 
week, Johnson has moved over deftly 
to undercut the policy stand of the 
two “peace candidates”, McCarthy 
and Kennedy. He seems to have 
accomodated their policy positions 
within a new consensus. But neither 
man is calling or has called for with- 
drawal. 


Of course, it may be that Johnson’s 
intention is indeed to withdraw from 
Vietnam, in which case our suspicion 
and scepticism is unnecessary. And it 
may be that, whether or not Johnson 
intends to withdraw, he will be forced 
by the trend of events to do just that. 
If negotiations to stop the bombing of 
the North begin, then the Saigon 
regime may collapse. Maybe any 
“independent South Vietnam” or 
“military enclave” strategy is now 
impossible to sustain because of the 
unchallengeable military superiority 
of the NLF forces. 


Nevertheless, failing the unequivocal 
spelling out by the American adminis- 
tration of its intention to withdraw, 
and until such a declaration is made, 
it is essential that the peace move- 
ment, and all who want the war to 
end, should continue to demand as 
vociferously as possible American 
military withdrawal from Vietnam. 


What does 


withdrawal mean ? 


The North Vietnamese and the NLF 
seem in no hurry to force through the 
reunification of their country if 
America is persuaded to withdraw 
from Vietnam. According to the pro- 
gramme of the NLF the first task will 
be to establish in South Vietnam a 
coalition government of national 
union after free elections, to amnesty 
South Vietnamese army troops, and 
to pursue a neutralist foreign policy. 


Taking the programme at face value 
and in the light of the mass execu- 
tions at Hue, we may justifiably fear 
the slaughter of large numbers of 
officials and soldiers who have served 
with the South Vietnamese regime. 
In addition, a rigorously enforced 
land reform programme is possible, 
for all that the NLF has been careful 
to include a stated tolerance of a 
certain amount of capitalist enter- 
prise and private ownership in its 
policy. 

If America withdraws from Vietnam, 
it is imperative that she offer 


sanctuary on her territory to. those 
South Vietnamese who are scared of 


revenge killings. Also, reparations— 
a huge amount—should be offered to 
rebuild the shattered country. And, 
thereafter, aid without _ strings. 
Britain, of course, could offer sanctu- 
ary and aid too. 


Beyond this it is difficult to sce what 
can be done to protect groups like the 
Buddhists from reprisal. It is import- 
ant, though, that we shouldn’t sign 
away our right to protest about any 
excesses that may follow an NLF 
take-over. 


Not only, however, does the demand 
for withdrawal mean that we should 
look to the likely situation after 
America has left Vietnam and make 
recommendations for any disastrous 
consequences that may follow. It also 
means that we should look to the 
British involvements in Vietnam and 


the American involvements in 
Britain. 

British 
commitments 


Britain has facilities and commit- 
ments in south-east Asia which help 
the American war effort. Over the 
past two weeks, Peace News has 
quoted very liberally from Vietnam, 
United States and Britain, a current 
pamphlet put out by Stop It Commit- 
tee and the Vietnam Solidarity Cam- 
paign. On the opposite page (“‘ How 
Britain Helps America’s War’) the 
practical support is detailed. 


It would be unnecessary, therefore, 
to go through the list of commitments 
here. But the demand for British 
dissociation from America coupled 
with the demand for American with- 
drawal means that Britain should 
refuse the use of Hong Kong to 
American troops for “ rest and recrea- 
tion” facilities, for example, and 
should withdraw the Counter- 
Insurgency Advisory Mission from 
Saigon. 


These commitments ought to be the 
focal points in a campaign for a 
British withdrawal of support for the 
American war effort. 


US withdrawal 
from Britain 


If we have pretentions to condemn 
the violence of the NLF struggle in 
Vietnam or alternatively to show 
solidarity with it, it is important to 
recognise that the resistance to the 
American military occupation of Viet- 
nam demands an equivalent resistance 
to the American military occupation 
of Britain. 


On March 22, Peace News published 
extracts from what was in effect a 
draft treaty for the occupation of 
Britain by American troops. Fenner 
Brockway is to ask a question on this 
in the House of Lords shortly. Such a 
revelation ought to provide the 
impetus for a renewed campaign for 
the removal of American troops from 
this country—if such an impetus were 
needed. 


CND discovered years ago that the 
demand for unilateral nuclear dis- 
armament meant that Britain had to 
get out of NATO which in turn meant 
that American bases had to be re- 
moved from Britain. France has 
shown that real opposition to the 
Vietnam war involves an interference 
with American military strategies in 
Europe (as well as a battle to under- 
mine America on_ the financial/ 
economic front). 


It is not too late for us to make all 
the connections and start a major 
comeaen for American withdrawal 
on that basis. 

THE EDITORS 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


Unlike many I don’t think MPs are 
necessarily more dishonest or insin- 
cere than the rest of us. But they 
don’t seem to live in the same world. 


When I saw a piece in this month’s 
Sanity (CND’s paper) in which Anne 
Kerr MP explained why she abstained 
in the House of Commons on the 
recent defence estimate vote, I 
naively thought she was going to tell 
us why she hadn’t voted against the 
estimates. You know-——the need to 
compromise with the system to get 
things done, etc. 


Far from it. She was too busy explain- 
ing why she hadn’t actually voted for 
the government, like everyone else in 
the Parliamentary Labour Party ex- 
cept Emrys Hughes and Dingle Foot 
(Michael Foot was among the Aye 
voters). 


It’s a bit as though you asked some- 
one why they stood by and watched 
an old lady being beaten up, and he 
replied that he hadn’t joined in be- 
cause he disapproved of beating up 
old ladies. 


* * * 


We received a letter at Peace News 
the other day, in connection with the 
Readership Survey, from someone 
who had given up reading the paper 
because it made him too depressed; 
so depressed, in fact, from this and 
other causes, that he was receiving 
psychiatric treatment. In all serious- 
ness, I have the greatest sympathy 
with him. Sooner or later the tide of 
anyone’s outrage at the pointless, 
chronic, self-destructive and incorri- 
gible insanity that grips most of 
civilised mankind must turn and ebb 
out in despair. 


So I’m glad to see, and heartily com- 
mend, Stan Scott’s article on Reich in 
this issue. He (Reich) was one of the 
few men who have contributed any 
original insight into our condition. 
Much of his mantle has fallen on the 
shoulders of Dr Alexander Lowen, of 
New York, author of several import- 
ant books (Love and Orgasm; The 
Betrayal of the Body). By a happy 
coincidence Dr Lowen is giving a 
lecture (titled “(The Bodily Expres- 
sion of Personality”) at 8 pm next 
Wednesday, April 17, at Caxton Hall, 
admission 6s. This is the first time 
a qualified Reichian analyst has lec- 
tured in this country, and I can't 
recommend it too heartily. 


* * s 


We who live in London are often 
accused of a kind of inverted provin- 
cialism which treats the rest of the 
country as if to all cultural, political 
and intellectual intents and purposes 
it didn’t exist. I used to think this was 
a not unfair criticism, until last week 
I spent a few days in Yorkshire. The 
village in which I was staying (only 
a few miles from the Al, mark you; 
one could see it across the dales) had 
no shop of its own, although it did 
have an amazingly pretentious pub 
an aspirant country club, full of 
Pogmiat We 7op type snobs, escaping 
the drear workaday world of Leeds 
or Wakefield. To buy anything non- 
alcoholic one had to walk a couple of 
very pleasant miles across the fields 
to the next village, which had two 
shops, but no pub. There, I discovered, 
the only daily paper available was 
The Yorkshire Post, of which I need 
only say that the sample quoted by 
John Arden on page 14 is perfectly 
typical. March 17 gave the hangers 
and floggers quite a field day in its 
correspondence. 


I love the countryside, and I’m all for 
regionalism, but I beetled back to 
Eaneen with plans for a city wall in 
mind. 


As a follow-up to last week’s two-part feature on “ Britain—The 51st 
State ” we print here a detailed account of Britain’s practical support for 
the American war in Vietnam. It is our own condensed and rewritten 


version of the second section in 


“Vietnam, United States, and Britain”, 


a just-published pamphlet called 
produced by a group of 


Americans-in-exile known as “The March Project”. The pamphlet is 
distributed—price 2s 6d—hy Stop It Committee (59 Fleet Street, London 
EC4) and Vietnam Solidarity Campaign (22 Sarre Road, London NW2). 
As we said last week, it is an excellent production, thoroughly research- 
ed and documented in scholarly manner. All sources are cited in the 
original—we have eliminated footnotes here for our own purposes of 
space and convenience. We most strongly urge every reader to get hold 
of this pamphlet and read it for himself—it is indispensable. 


Direct aid to 


South Vietnam 


In 1964 Britain gave £65,000 in non- 
military aid to South Vietnam. By 
1967 it had risen to £400,000—paral- 
leling America’s escalation of the war. 
In the first two months of this year 
£270,000 had gone to Saigon from the 
British Government. 

Of £184,000 in 1966, £75,000 went in 
road-building equipment. In addition 
consignments included earth-moving 
equipment and heavy lorries. Who 
uses vehicles that need well-made 
roads? The US military and their 
allies. (Ordinary Vietnamese don't 
have cars.) 

In 1961 a British Advisory Mission 
was set up in Saigon under E. C. K. 
Thompson—an expert in counter- 
insurgency operations. At least nine 
British Government personnel have 
been sent “to advise the South Viet- 
namese Government on the adminis- 
tration and police aspects of counter- 
insurgency ”. They are still there and 
the total cost of the mission since 1964 
has been at least £129,500. 


“The British Government is very 
sympathetic to the South Vietnamese 
Government and has promised in- 
creased economic and technical aid.” 
(Dr Tran Van Do, South Vietnam’s 
Foreign Minister, speaking June 10, 
1967.) ‘‘Other projects are under 
study. I suspect that these will result 
in a fairly substantial increase in the 
amount of aid going to South Viet- 
nam.” (Mr Reg Prentice, Minister for 
Overseas Development, in the House 
of Commons November 1967.) 


Military aid to South 
Vietnam and 
US troops 


“ Britain is giving military assistance 
to the American, South Vietnam, and 
Thai war-effort.” (Dennis Healey, 
Minister of Defence, New Statesman, 
February 9, 1968.) 

From January 1964 to November 1967 
the British Government trained 240 
US troops and 1,035 South Vietnamese 
troaps at its Jungle Warfare Training 
School in Jahore, Malaya. Cost for 
South Vietnamese alone: £132,364. 


British frogmen and_ submarines 
based at Hong Kong have helped 
clear estuaries in South Vietnam. A 
British-built airfield in north-east 
Thailand (near Mukdahern) has been 
used by US for Vietnam war, and to 
suppress local Thai revolt. Britain has 
supplied tracker dogs for US forces, 
and training facilities. 

Hong Kong and Singapore are used 
by US troops for rest and recreation. 
70,000 British troops in Malaysia and 
Singapore are committed to fight in 
Vietnam if the Chinese intervene. 


Trade with South 


Vietnam 


In 1966 Britain exported £4,861,219 
worth of goods to South Vietnam. This 
compared with £1,909,850 in 1965. 
The war helps British exporters. The 
1966 figure includes £317,632 in 
chemicals ‘(in 1964 no chemicals were 
exported there): £892,599 in trans- 
port equipment (105% up on 1964): 
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£595,599 in machinery other than 
electric (360% up on 1964). 

British exports to North Vietnam in 
1966 were by comparison. only 
£32,634 (less than half 1965’s £69,947) 
—none of it machinery, transport 
equipment, or chemicals (apart from 
£13,074 of dyestuffs). All strategic 
goods are embargoed, and the British 
Government “discourages” UK 
registered ships carrying British or 
foreign goods to Vietnam. : 


British production 


for the war 


The demand for equipment for Viet- 
nam is such as “to generate tremen- 
dous pressures on specific bottlenecks. 
The most important of these bottle- 
necks is skilled labour.” (Eliot Jane- 
way, former advisor to President 
Johnson, The Listener, November 23, 
1967.) 

Britain’s help has been crucial in 
relieving the pressure on American 
industry. Exports of “pesticides, 
plant killers, etc” went up from 
$730,986 in 1964 to $2,739,949 in 1967 
(up 275%): “ chemical products and 
preparations” went up in the same 
period by 310% from $618,869 to 
$2,549,185. 

As for ‘bombs, grenades, torpedos, 
mines, guided weapons, etc, ammuni- 
tion and parts "—that rose by no Jess 
that 560%, from $53,517 to $353,146. 


And all these figures only account for 
the first ten months of 1967. During 
the same period no other significant 
category of British exports to the US 
rose anything like so sharply. 

The main jump came during 1967— 
coinciding with the steady escalation 
of the war and the consequent grow- 
ing pressure on American industry. 
The most significant figure is that for 
pesticides. So great has been the use 
of defoliants, etc, by US forces that a 
serious shortage has _ developed. 
British exports help to fill the gap. 
ICI held the British patent—and still 
hold the US patent—for the produc- 
tion of dialkythiolophosphenic acids 
—which include modern nerve gases. 
ICI owns Plant Protection Ltd which 
produces defoliants such as those in 
use in Vietnam. 

Albright & Wilson (whose head of 
research, Dr A. F. Childs, used to work 
at Porton) holds the US patent cover- 
ing the manufacture of phosphorous- 
containing pesticides that are toxic 
to humans and are allegedly used in 
Vietnam. 


British firms 
producing for the 


US military 


Since 1966 at least 39 British com- 
panies (including British subsidiaries 
of US firms) have had contracts with 


the US Department of Defence (D of 
D) or sub-contracts with MacDonald 
Aircraft Corporation (the sixth big- 
gest supplier to the D of D in the 
US). They are as follows. 

Bristol Siddeley, Rolls Royce, Brooke 
Marine, Vosper Thorneycroft, Hand- 
ley Page, be Investments, Guest 
Keen & Nettlefolds, Brown Brothers, 
Fairfields; Elliot Automation, Stewart 
& Lloyds, AEI, Tinsley Wire, Scottish 
Aviation, Wadkins, H. M. Hobson, 
Kearney & Trecker, Comprehensive 
Designers. International, Westland 
Aircraft, British Hovercraft Corpora- 
tion, Flight Refuelling, Marconi, Decca 
Navigator Co, Standard Telephones 
& Cables, M. B. Packaging, Ferranti, 
British Aircraft Corporation, Martin 
Baker, Plessey Co, Ling-Temco- 
Vaught, Burroughs, Perkins Engines 
Group, Miles Electronics, Teleflex 
Products, English Electric, Triplex 
Safety Glass Co, Engel & Gibb, A. K. 
Fans. 

Many of these companies have con- 
tracts under the Anglo-American 
*“ offset’ agreement—the total value 
of such contracts to date is $184 
million. Many of the above firms only 
have minor sub-contracts with. peri- 
pheral relation to the Vietnam war. 
The following six companies, how- 
ever, are directly producing material 
for US forces in Vietnam. 


1. Westland Aircraft Corporation with 
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a $48,930,000 contract to produce 
“Sioux ” helicopters (UH-13). 

2. British Hovercraft Corporation Ltd 
has supplied seven SRN-5 Hovercrafts 
to the US. Three are in trial battle 
use in Vietnam, more are likely to 
join them. 


3. Bristol Siddeley have a $1.5 million 
barbed-wire contract with the US. 
(Barbed-wire is extensively used for 
“ strategic hamlets ”’.) 


4. Decca Navigation Company Ltd: 
helicopter guidance systems used 
throughout Vietnam. 


5. Rolls Royce have a £100 million 
contract for Spey Engines for US Air- 
force and Navy A-7 aircraft, which 
will replace the A-4 in Vietnam and 
is “specifically tailored to the close- 
support mission”—i.e. low-level 
bombing, strafing, and napalming. 


6. Elliot-Automation Ltd (perhaps the 
most important British producer for 
the US) has five D of D contracts in- 
cluding supply of “modular air-data 
computers ” for US C-5A Galaxy air- 
craft and production of “ Integrated 
Light Attack Avionics Systems” 
(ILAAS) for the US Navy. The ILAAS 
will be a crucial component in the 
Navy version of the “ A-7” aircraft 
intended specifically for use in Viet- 
nam. Elliot is also currently bidding 
for the contract to build an electrified 
barrier across the top of South 
Vietnam. 


In addition, 16 of the top 20 US cor- 
ations, in terms of net value of US 

of D Prime Contracts Awards, have 
subsidiaries or associates in Britain. 
Several of these US corporations do 
nothing but D of D contract work and 


~ 


a large number of them receive at 
least 50% of their income from the 
D of D. \ 


Of the 12 major US producers of 
napalm, fragmentation bombs (clus- 
ter bomb units—CBUs) and other 
anti-personnel weapons, ten have sub- 
sidiaries or associates in this country. 
Of these the following are the most 
interesting. 

1. Nuodex Ltd and British Resin Pro- 
ducts Ltd. Both of these companies 
are connected with Tenneco Chemi- 
cals Inc, a US producer of napalm. 
Both British companies produce 
various plastic-based chemicals simi- 
lar to those used in napalm. 


2. W. R. Grace Ltd and Silica Gel Ltd. 
Both are connected with W. R. Grace 
Co, a US producer of napalm. Both 
British companies produce various 
petroleum and chemical gels such as 
are used in napalm. 


3. Distrene Ltd. A subsidiary of Dow 
Chemical, the major US supplier of 
napalm. Distrene is the major British 
producer of polystyrene, the basic 
ingredient in napalm B. 


4. Armco Ltd. Armco is a subsidiary 

of The Armco Co, a US producer of 
fragmentation bombs and other anti- 
personnel weapons. Armco Ltd in this 
country produces’ various steel 
roducts. 

. Whitecroft-Scoville Ltd is a division 
of Scoville Mfg Co which is a US pro- 
ducer of anti-personnel weapons. 
Whitecroft-Scoville produces various 
sorts of steel and wire pins which can 
be used as basic components of CBUs. 
6. Bristol Aerojet Ltd. Bristol Aerojet 
is partly owned by Aerojet General, a 
US producer of a wide range of anti- 
personne] and other military weapons. 
Bristol Aerojet Ltd produces rockets 
among other things. 


7. Ferranti Ltd. Ferranti is licensed 
by North American Aviation Inc and 
by General Precision Equipment 
Corp, both major D of D producers. 
Ferrdnti has MacDonald Aircraft Corp 
sub-contracts. In addition it has been 
alleged that Ferranti is presently pro- 
ducing bomb canisters for the US 
military. However, there is as yet no 
evidence to support this allegation. 


It should be stressed that there is at 
present no conclusive proof that any 
of the above companies are producing 


the US Government for use in 


Vietnan: 


British research 
for the US military 


Britain) has chartered nine planes to 
US D of D research in Britain. Again, 
figures are hard to come by, as every 
effort is made to conceal the fact that 
such research is taking place. How- 
ever, the following facts are known. 


In 1967 the US Air Force “ pur- 
chased” at least $407,000 worth of 
research in British universities and 
institutions. In 1965 the US Army 
purchased $172,368 worth of such 
research. The Army estimated that 
the figures for 1966 and 1967 would 
be about the same. 


The National Aeronautics and Space 
Agency (NASA) has several contracts 
for joint research with British uni- 
versities. (The exact figures are un- 
available.) It was recently revealed 
that NASA is deeply involved in 
research into and development of new 
weapons for use in Vietnam. 


In the past ten years Manchester 
University has received $1,452,039 in 
research contracts and grants from 
the US D of D and from NASA. The 
US “currently sponsors 130-140 re- 
search contracts at British universi- 
ties. Their estimated value over the 
last five years has been $395,000 per 
annum.” This does not include US 
D of D research grants nor NASA 
research contracts and grants. 


In addition to Manchester, the follow- 
ing universities (26 in all) are cur- 
rently involved in US D of D research 
projects. Aberdeen, Bangor, Queen’s 
(Belfast), Birmingham, Bristol, Cam- 
bridge, Cardiff, Durham, East Anglia, 
Essex, Glasgow, Hull, Keele, Kent, 
Leicester, London, Newcastle, Not- 
tingham, Oxford, Salford, Sheffield, 
Southampton, Strathclyde, Sussex, 
Swansea, and York. The fields of re- 
search covered include Bio-Sciences, 
Chemistry, Electronics, Molecular 
Physics, and Propulsion. 


The Chemical and Biological Research 
Establishments (CBEE and MBE) at 
Porton in Wiltshire maintain close 
contact with their larger US counter- 
part Fort Detrick. British science at 
Porton developed CS, the lethal irri- 
tant gas used by the US in Vietnam. 
British science at Porton is bound to 
American efforts by a facility-sharing 
agreement between Chemical and 
Biological Warfare research estab- 
lishments in Britain, Canada, and the 


weapons for use in Vietnam. How- US 


ever, in view of the export figures 
cited above, the nature of the 
materials produced by these British 
companies, and the nature of those 
US companies which own or control 
them, it does seem likely that at least 
some of these British companies are 
engaged in the production of napalm, 
napalm ingredients, anti-personnel 
weapons, or parts for such weapons. 
Confirmation of this can only come 
from “ inside ” information. 


In addition to the above companies 
Pan American World Airways has 
major offices in this country and 
handles a good deal of commercial 
air traffic to and from Britain. Pan 
American was in 1966 the 36th largest 
US D of D contractor. Pan American 
has chartered 18 aircraft to the US 
Government for use in Vietnam. Pan 
American operates a regular air-ferry 
service (on a non-profit basis) from 
Saigon, Da Nang, and Cam Ranh Bay 
to places all over the Far East. 


So far Pan Am has flown at least 
500,000 US troops into or out of South 
Vietnam. Her involvement in the war 
has been so great that she was 
forced to cancel part of her commer- 
cial service to Britain. In addition 
Trans-World Airlines (with offices in 


The total value of grants and con- 
tracts performed in the UK for the US 
D of D was $2,800,000 in 1966—more 
money than the D of D spent in any 
other European country. This money 
went to private industries and re 
search establishments as well as to 
British universities. 


There are at least 4 US-UK joint- 
research projects currently under way 
and funded in part by the US D of D. 
These include development of the 
P 1127V/TOL aircraft. 


Several points need to be made about 
the research done in Britain for the 
US military. The US war in Vietnam 
is primarily a_ technological one, 
creating a great demand for ever 
newer and more destructive weapons. 
US science, like US industry, is hard 
pressed to meet the demands of the 
war. But British scientists and uni- 
versities, by doing basic research for 
the US D of D, free their American 
counterparts for more direct research 
on such things as “improved 
napalm ”. The D of D is not a philan- 
thropie institution. It pays for re 
search only if it believes that such 
research will pay off—ie. result in 
new weapons which can be used by 
the US military. 


Leo PEACE 
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DISARMAMEN 
AND REALITY 


Henri Mazeaud, Professor in the Faculty of 
Law at Paris, writing in Le Monde (August 17, 
1967) on the subject of “ Peace, Justice, and 
Nuclear Force ”’, is anxious to rebut the notion 
that because war has always existed, war must 
always be. Consequently he seeks to persuade 
us that the answer lies in some form of inter- 
national arbitration. He is aware of the obvious 
objection, and states it with admirable clarity. 


“There remains the gravest objection, 
deriving from the impossibility of a super- 
national jurisdiction making its decisions 
respected. How force ‘the great’ [Powers], 
even supposing they have agreed to submit 
their differences to the Court, to carry out 
an award unfavourable to them? ... To ask 
a nation with the atomic weapon at its dis- 
posal to renounce or even to limit its power, 
to ask a nation which does not yet possess 
it to refuse to create it, is to ask it to 
renounce its sovereignty, to yield to the 
‘Diktats’ of its better armed neighbours. 
No agreement, freely entered into, is thus 
possible on the ‘non-dissemination’ of 
nuclear weapons, still less on the vetoing of 
recourse to nuclear force.” 


The honesty and realism of this analysis of the 
behaviour of sovereign States could not be 
bettered. But as soon as it comes to making 
recommendations, Professor Mazeaud retreats 
into the self-deception customary in all “ res- 
ponsible ” public discussion in this field. The 
impossibility of the dilemma, outlined above, 
was only “absolute”, he tells us, before the 
birth of nuclear force. Previously in order to 
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put teeth into an international jurisdiction, it 
would have “ necessitated the recruitment of 
a supernational Army, Navy, Airforce con- 
siderably more powerful than those of the 
most powerful of the nations. But man has 
discovered nuclear force, and it is up to him 
whether he will have discovered at the same 
time the means of realising peace in justice.” 


The remedy, according to Professor Mazeaud, 
is for each nation to renounce atomic force and 
put it at the disposal of a supernational juris- 
diction. “Then this tribunal would be able, 
without even having to make use of this 
weapon, to make its decisions obeyed.” Facilis 
descensus Averni. Which might be freely ren- 
dered as: With what astonishing ease can the 
human mind pass from intellectual rigour to 
pure fantasy. 


Intellectual acrobatics 


Few things are more astounding than the 
facility with which the most brilliant intellects 
engage in acrobatics and legerdermain when 
the subject of disarmament crops up. For it is 
at this point that the internal psychosis of all 
existing States stands revealed: and a satis- 
factory adjustment to this basic political fact 
is the test of stability of every man of “ stand- 
ing”. Not very long ago Professor A. J. Ayer 
was reported as saying that multilateral dis- 
armament was urgently necessary—but, he 
confessed with disarming candour, he did not 
know how it was to prove possible. And more 


translation by Ronald Sam 


pson 


Tolstoy writing at his desk. Photo by Radio 
Times Hulton Picture Library. 


recently, Professor Galbraith on the other side 
of the Atlantic evinced equal good will and 
bafflement: 


“That the risks of agreed disarmament are 
greater than those of a continuing and un- 
resolved weapons competition is also un- 
proved. It is not clear why agreements can 
be negotiated in good faith on all subjects 
except disarmament.” 


I myself heard Mr Khruschev in a speech in 
Moscow in 1962 say that since 1945 inter- 
national disarmament negotiations had con- 
sumed 863 meetings, 17,000 hours, and 18 
million words without reducing the world’s 
arsenals by so much as a hand grenade. The 
conclusion he drew from this condition of 
affairs was of course that the other side was 
not to be trusted. However, for the sheer 
brutality of its cynicism in a field bestrewn 
with treachery and hypocrisy, no one has yet 
matched the achievement of Mr Harold Wilson 
in having a Minister of Armament and a 
Minister of Disarmament sitting side by side 
in the same Administration. 


Tolstoy’s analysis 


In this grievous impasse the only means of 
deliverance is the truth. And the truth on this 
subject has never been more cogently or 
lucidly stated than by Leo Tolstoy in a letter 
which he wrote in January 1899 in reply to a 
group of Swedish intellectuals who had written 
to him in connection with the prospective inter- 
national conference which actually took place 
at The Hague from May 18 to June 29, 1899. 
Tolstoy’s letter was thus written some four 
months before the conference took place: we 
enjoy the advantage of knowing not only what 
happened at the conference but what has 
happened countless times since. 


The truth of Tolstoy’s analysis has been tested 
time and time again: it has yet to be found 
wanting. Though the letter was no doubt trans- 
lated at the time, if a translation does exist I 
have never myself come across one. The trans- 
lation which follows is based on the text in the 
Jubilee edition of Tolstoy’s Collected Works 
(L. N. Tolstoi, Polnoe Sobranie Sochinenii, 
Ubileinoe Izdanie, Moskva, 1958, Vol 90, pp 
60-66). 


But first, a word about the conference itself. A 
full account and a brilliant evocation of the 
atmosphere of the conference will be found in 
Barbara Tuchman’s The Proud Tower, A Por- 
trait of the World Before the War, 1890-1914 
(London 1966) on which the following very 
brief precis is based. On August 29, 1898, to 
everyone’s astonishment, the Tsar Nicholas II 
issued an invitation to the nations to hold a 
conference for the limitation of armaments. 
Enormous quantities of weapons had been 
stockpiled by the Powers and there was wide- 
spread fear of the clearly foreseen conse- 
quences of the arms race. The armaments 
industries were making huge profits. The 
largest business in Europe was Krupp. 
Schneider-Creusot, Skoda, Vickers-Maxim—all 
likewise did business on every side. 


AS a result of the rapid population increase in 
the Nineteenth Century, it was for the first 
time economically feasible for prosperous in- 
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dustrial States to maintain huge standing 
Armies. Following the Franco-Prussian War 
and the example set by Germany, no Continen- 
tal Power could hope to stay in the big Power 
stakes without introducing universal military 
conscription. The Russians had no lack of man- 
power but, industrially speaking, they were 
hopelessly outclassed. Already engaged in re- 
equipping their infantry, their resources did 
not stretch to rearming the artillery as well, 
at a time moreover when both Germany and 
France had field guns with a rate of fire six 
times that of the Russians. 


Tsar’s bombshell 


When Austria embarked on a similar pro- 
gramme, the Russians tried in vain to per- 
suade them to agree to a ten-year moratorium. 
No doubt also the Tsar’s advisers were alive 
to the revolutionary possibilities inherent in 
the seething discontent under the fierce re- 
pression of the autocracy, if the State were to 
exhaust its strained resources in world war. 


In any event, the Tsar’s invitation fell like a 
bombshell on the chancelleries of Europe. 
Publicly it was naturally thought proper to 
welcome the initiative. No one coveted the 
invidious role of being the first to sabotage 
proposals so obviously salutary and bound to 
evoke widespread ponular resnonse. In Britain, 
for instance, over 750 resolutions welcoming 
the conference reached the Foreign Office. 
They were representative of virtually every 
Section of public oninion except the Conserva- 
tive Party and the Church of England. In 
Germany a committee of deputies to the 
Reichstag, and also Professors and writers, 
urged full support for the aims of the confer- 
ence. 


Only in private, therefore, could potentates 
and ministers give rein to their real opinions 
on the subject of the Tsar’s initiative. The 
comment of the Prince of Wales—later 
Edward VII, the ‘‘ Peacemaker ’—was brief: 
“greatest nonsense and rubbish”. In the 


Two poems 
for Easter 


Adrian Buckley 


TO MY MOTHER 


Do you remember the post-war years, 


The mornings I walked in 


Clutching flowers from the park, 
And you sang the Easter Hymn? 


Now could I see you in your floral dress, 
Rouge on your cheeks so slim, 
Socks, no stockings, slippers torn, 


Singing the Easter Hymn. 


All that’s dead and buried now, 
Your body’s going thin, 


Dad’s lost the fight and you no longer sing 


The Easter Hymn. 


A child’s wrists are growing hair, 


There’s whiskers on his chin, 


Shadows hang beneath his eyes, 


He’s lost his boyhood grin, 


But today he sends you ali his love 
And sings the Easter Hymn. 


margin of a memorandum by the Russian 
Foreign Minister proposing a general reduc- 
tion in the numbers of men under arms, the 
Kaiser commented “Idiot”. Elsewhere in a 
similar context, he asked rhetorically: ‘“ What 
will Krupp pay his workers with?” It would 
be desirable, wrote the German Foreign Minis- 
ter to his London Ambassador, “if this Peace 
and disarmament idea... were wrecked on 
England’s objections without our having to 
appear in the foreground.” The French reac- 
tion was neatly summarised in a newspaper 
headline: ‘ Et l’Alsace-Lorraine? ” 


The conference met at The Hague on May 18, 
1899, in circumstances which were scarcely 
propitious. China, Japan, Turkey, Greece, 
Spain, and the USA had all just finished wars, 
while Britain was just about to start one with 
South Africa. There were many “ distin- 
guished” delegates. They included Captain 
Mahan from the USA, who wrote: ‘No 
greater misfortune could well happen than 
that civilised nations should abandon their 
preparations for war and take to arbitration.” 
Count Munster, head of the German delega- 
tion, commented privately: “ Beating empty 
air is always a tiresome job.” Another German 
delegate, a Munich Professor, had just pub- 
lished a pamphlet in praise of war and ridicul- 
ing the conference. 


The British delegation 


The British delegation included Admiral Sir 
John Fisher who was later to shock even 
Edward VII by suggesting in 1904 that he be 
allowed to wipe out the German Fleet by 
surprise bombardment. During this conference 
at The Hague he was in fact promoted C-in-C, 
Mediterranean. The British report back after 
one session paid him generous tribute: 
“Thanks to the energetic attitude and persis- 
tent efforts of Sir John Fisher all provisions of 
the original articles which were likely in any 
way to fetter or embarrass the free action of 
the Belligerents have been carefully elimin- 
ated.” Sir John Ardagh also distinguished him- 
self on behalf of Britain by an eloquent 
defence of the necessity of the dum-dum 
bullet. This weapon was absolutely essential 


because of the unreasoning persistence of 
“fanatical” tribesmen, even when “ pene- 
trated through and through several times by 
our latest pattern of small calibre projectiles.” 


Only the US delegation were persuaded, how- 
ever, and dum-dum bullets were outlawed by 
22-2 votes. Asphyxiating gas was also banned 
despite Captain Mahan’s lone dissent. The 
USA, he said, was opposed to restrictions on 
“the inventive genius of its citizens in provid- 
ing weapons of war.” 


Loaded dice 


Though none of the Powers were, of course, 
interested in disarmament, it was widely 
agreed among the delegations that it would be 
less than politic, in view of the great public 
interest aroused by the idea of the conference, 
to let it be seen that the conference had been 
a total failure. Therefore, after considerable 
difficulties and pressure, an arbitration agree- 
ment was signed, despite the German chief 
delegate’s denunciation of the whole idea of 
arbitration as “ humbug ”’ designed to defraud 
Germany of her advantage in being able to 
mobilise her forces faster than any other 
nation. Such was the pressure of opinion in 
the other delegations, however, that in the end 
even the Kaiser (whose private comments 
were unprintable) was constrained to sign, and 
a Court of Arbitration was accordingly estab- 
lished at The Hague. 


When the reader has read the letter by Tol- 
stoy, let him ask himself the question which 
Professor Mazeaud posed: in what way has 
the atomic bomb changed the logic of inter- 
national relations? Can any honest man possi- 
bly arrive at Professor Mazeaud’s soporific 
conclusion? The bomb has changed one thing 
only. Whereas the Wilhelms, Nicholas’s, and 
Edwards diced with the lives of tens of 
millions, the Johnsons, Kosygins, Maos, de 
Gaulles, and Wilsons dice with the lives of all 
living creatures. The sand in the hour glass 
continues to run out. All that we do not know 
is the volume of the glass. Men must surely 
awaken soon. As Tolstoy said: “the time is 
near at hand.” 

Re 


Anthony La Rose 


FOR THE 
PEACEMAKERS 


I shall not resurrect 


From yearly sleep, 


For men who torment 


Dreams of children 


With dread destruction. 


They shall sing Hallelujah, 
But my ears 


Will not hearken, 


Lest I hear not 
My children’s call. 


Let them not march with palms 
But with placards, 
Lest, in anger, 


I scatter their serried ranks, 


As in the temple. 


Now they will know 

That man’s his own crucifixion, 
And who awaits the new arising 
Must trudge the road to salvation. 


This is the lesson they read 
Each Easter morn. 


Leo Tolstoy 
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JECT OF A 


PEACE CONFERENCE: 
LETTER TO 


GENTLEMEN! The opinion expressed in your 
fine letter, to the effect that the easiest and the 
right way to achieve general disarmament is 
by separate individuals refusing to take part in 
military service, is absolutely correct. More- 
over, I think that this is the oniy way of 
delivering people from the evils of war which 
become ever more powerful and terrible. 


Your view, however, that the question of sub- 
stituting social work for military service for 
those refusing to undergo it, might be con- 
sidered by those intending, in accordance with 
the Tsar’s proposal, to summon a conference, 
appears to me absolutely mistaken—if only 
because the conference itself is bound to be 
one of those hypocritical institutions which 
have as their purpose not the achievement of 
peace but, on the contrary, the concealment 
from people of the only means of achieving 
universal peace, which progressive people are 
already beginning to see. 


The conference, it is said, will have as its pur- 
pose, if not disarmament, then calling a halt to 
the increase in armaments. It is proposed that 
at this conference the representatives of the 
Governments should agree not to further in- 
crease their armaments. If this is so, the 
question automatically presents itself, how will 
the Governments behave in those States which, 
at the time when the conference is called, 
happen to be weaker than their neighbours? It 
is hardly likely that such Governments will 
agree for the present and for the future to 
remain in such a position of greater weakness 
than their neighbours. If they should agree to 
remain in such a weaker position, firmly 
believing in the power of the conference 
decision, it is possible for them to become still 
weaker and spend nothing at all on the armed 
forces. 


If indeed the business of the conference should 
consist of equalising the military power of the 
States and in maintaining it at that level, even 
if such an impossible equality could be 
achieved, the question inevitably arises: why 
must the Governments remain in such an 
armed state as now obtains, and not at a lower 
one? Why is it necessary for Germany, France, 
Russia to have, let us say roughly, soldiers by 
the million and not by the 500 thousand, not 
by the ten thousand, not by the one thousand 
soldiers? If it is possible to reduce, then why 
not reduce to a minimum? Finally, why not 
advance instead of troops, champions—David 
and Goliath—and decide international affairs 
depending on who is the victor? 


Courts of arbitration 


It is said: the conflicts of the Governments 
will be decided by the judgment of a court of 
arbitration. But—not to speak of the fact that 
it will not be the representatives of the people 
who will decide the business but the repre- 
sentatives of the Governments, and thus there 
is no guarantee whatever that they will reach 


the right decisions—who exactly is going to’ 


put into effect the decisions of this court? 
Troops? Whose troops? Those of all the 
Powers. But the forces of these Powers are not 
equal, are they? 


Who, for instance, on the Continent will put 
into effect a decision which, let us suppose, 


will be disadvantageous for Germany, Russia, 
or France, united in an alliance? Or who will 
Delegates departing after signing the Ver- 
sailles Peace Treaty in 1919—an example of 


the kind of international negotiating by 
Governments which, says Tolstoy, has as iis 
aim” not the establishment of peace but the 
concealinent from people of ihe single means 
of freeing them from the disasters of war, 
consisting in the refusals of separate individ- 
uals to take pare in military killing ”. 


put into effect at sea a decision opnosed to the 
interests of England, America, France? The 
decision of the court of arbitration against the 
military power of the Governments will be put 
into effect by military power—that is, the very 
thing which it is necessary to restrict will be 
the means of restriction. In order to catch a 
bird, it is necessary to put salt on its tail. 


I remember, at the time of the siege of 
Sevastopol, I was sitting once with the aides- 
de-camp of Saken, the garrison commander, 
when into the reception room came Prince 
S. S. Urusov. a very brave officer, extraordin- 
arily eccentric, and besides, one of the best 
European chess-players of his time. He said 
that he had business with the reneral. An 
aide-de-camp conducted him to the general’s 
office. Ten minutes later Urusov came nast us 
with a dissatisfied face. The aide-de-camp, 
having seen him out, turned to us and, laugh- 
ing, told us the nature of the errand on which 
Urusov had called on Saken. He had called on 
Saken in order to propose a challenge to the 
English to play a game of chess for the fore- 
most trench before the 5th Bastion. which had 
several times changed hands and hed already 
cost some hundreds of lives. 


Undoubtedly it would have been vastly better 
to have nlayed chess for the trench rather 
than kill people. But Saken did not agree to 
Urusov’s proposal, understanding very well 
that it would have been possible to play chess 
for the trench only if there had been complete 
trust on both sides that the stipulated condi- 


THE SWEDES 


tions would be fulfilled. The very presence of 
troops standing before the trench, and of 
cannons directed onto it, indicated that this 
trust did not exist. So long as there were troops 
from one side and the other, it was clear that 
the affair would be settled not by games of 
chess but by bayonets. 


It is precisely the same with international 
caestions. In order that they should be decided 
by a court of arbitration, there needs to be full 
mutual confidence between the Powers that 
they will carry out the decisions of the court. 
If there is this trust, then there is no need at 
all for troops. And if there are troops, then it 
is clear that this trust is lacking, and inter- 
national questions cannot be decided in any 
other way than by military force. While there 
are troops, they are necessary not only to make 
fresh gains, as all the Governments now do— 
some in Asia, some in Africa, some in Europe 
—but also to hold on by force to what has been 
gained by force. But to gain and hold by force 
is possible only by conquest. And always 
victory goes only to the big battalions. And 
therefore, if a Government has troops, then it 
ought to have as many as possible. And in that 
consists its duty. 


Dum-dum bullets 


If a Government does not do that, then there 
is no need for it. A Government can do very 
many things in its internal administration: it 
can emancipate, enlighten, enrich the people, 
build roads, canals, colonise deserts, organise 
public works: but one thing it cannot do— 
namely, that for which a conference is to be 
summoned—that is, reduce its military forces. 
If then the purpose of the conference, as is 
evident from the latest explanations, is to con- 
sist in this: to withdraw from use weapons of 
destruction which seem to people especially 
cruel (why not then before everything while 


continued overleaf 
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‘To reduce and abolish armies can only be done 
against the will and in no wise in accordance 


with the will of the Governments’ 


from page 9 


they are about it try to eliminate the intercep- 
tion of letters, the substitution of telegrams, 
and spying, and all those dreadfully base acts 
which constitute the inevitable conditions of 
military defence?)—then such a prohibition to 
use every means of conflict that there is, is 
absolutely as possible as prohibiting people, 
who are fighting for their lives, to hit in the 
battle the most sensitive parts of the body. And 
why is a wound and death from an explosive 
bullet worse than a wound in a very painful 
place from the simplest bullet or fragment, 
from which sufferings go to the last extremity 
and bring about the self-same death as from 
any weapon whatever? 


Diplomatic deception 


It is staggering how adult and mentally sound 
people can express seriously such strange 
thoughts. Let us assume that the diplomats, 
devoting their lives to falsehood, are so accus- 
tomed to this vice and constantly live and act 
in an atmosphere so thick with falsehood that 
the whole senselessness and falsity of their 
proposals are imperceptible to them them- 
selves: but how can honest people—honest 
private individuals, not those who, in order to 
ingratiate themselves with the Tsar, praise his 
ludicrous proposal—how can honest private 
persons not see that the result of this confer- 
ence cannot be other than simply to strengthen 
that deception in which Governments hold 
their subjects, as it was in the time of the 
Holy Alliance of Alexander I? 


The conference will have for its aim not the 
establishment of peace but the concealment 
from people of the single means of freeing 
them from the disasters of war, consisting in 
the refusals of separate individuals to take part 
in military killing, and therefore the confer- 
ence can in no wise admit this question for 
discussion. 


With those who refuse military service, in 
accordance with their convictions, every 
Government always behaves just as_ the 
Russian Government behaved with the 
Dukhobors. At the very time when it published 
to the whole world its allegedly peace-loving 
intentions, while trying to conceal this from 
everybody, it harassed and brought ruin and 
exile on the most peace-loving people of 
Russia simply because they were peace-loving 
not in words but in deed and thus refused 
war-service. And precisely so, though less 
rudely, have behaved and do behave all the 
European Governments in cases of refusal of 
military service. So behaved and do behave the 
Austrian, Prussian, French, Swedish, Swiss, 
Dutch Governments, and they cannot behave 
otherwise. 


Licensed liberals 


They cannot behave otherwise because, ruling 
their subjects by force, which the disciplinary 
troops constitute, they cannot in any way per- 
mit the reduction of this force and, conse- 
quently, of their power by the chance mood of 
private individuals, the more so because in all 
probability as soon as the substitution for 
military service would be an option open to 
everyone, then workers, the vast majority of 
people (nobody likes to kill and be killed) 
would prefer work to military service, and very 
soon so many workers would accumulate and 
so few would be left over for wars that there 
would be no one to compel the workers to 
work. 


Caught up in their multitude of words, liberals, 
socialists, and others—the so-called progres- 
sive activists—can imagine that their speeches 


in chambers and assemblies, their unions, 
Strikes, pamphlets are essentially very im- 
portant phenomena, but that refusals by 
separate individuals of war service are essen- 
tially insignificant, to which it is not worth 
paying attention. But the Governments know 
very well what is for them important and what 
is not important, and Governments willingly 
allow all the liberal and radical speeches in 
the reichstags and the trade unions and 
socialist demonstrations, and even themselves 
pretend that they sympathise with this, know- 
ing that these phenomena are very useful to 
them, distracting as they do the attention of 
the peoples from the principal and only means 
of deliverance: but they never candidly permit 
refusals of war-service or refusals of tax for 
war-service (it is one and the same) because 
they know that such refusals, exposing the 
deception of Governments, undermine their 
power at the roots. 


Up to the present, while Governments go on 
ruling their peoples by force and continue in 
their desire to gain new possessions (the 
Philippines, Port Arthur, and so forth) and 
hold on to these gains (Poland, Alsace, India, 
Algiers, and so on) so long will they themselves 
never reduce their forces but will on the con- 
trary constantly increase them. 


The other day there was news that an 
American regiment had refused to go to Ilo-Io 
[Philippines]. This news is given out as though 
it were a matter for unique astonishment. 
Whereas the only astonishing thing is that such 
occurrences are not constantly repeated: how 
could all those Russian, German, French, 
Italian, American people, waging war in recent 
times at the will of strangers whom for the 
most part as people they do not respect, go to 
kill people of another nation and run the 
danger of their own suffering and death? 


Throw arms away! 


It would appear so clear and natural that all 
these people should come to their senses, if not 
at the time when they were being recruited as 
soldiers, then at least at the last minute when 
they are led to the enemy: to stop, throw 
away their arms, and call out to their oppo- 
nents to do the same. 


This would appear so simple, so natural, that 
everyone would be bound to behave like that. 


But if people do not behave like that, it pro- 
ceeds only from the fact that people believe 
the Governments, trying to persuade them that 
all those burdens which people bear for war 
are actually put upon them for their welfare. 
All Governments with staggering insolence 
have always sought to persuade and do per- 
suade that all these military preparations, and 
even the wars themselves which they wage, 
are necessary for peace. Now in this sphere of 
hypocrisy and deception, yet a new step is 
taken, consisting in this: that these very 
Governments, for whose existence troops and 
wars are indispensable, pretend that they are 
concerned to try to find means of reducing 
their troops and abolishing wars. The Govern- 
ments want to persuade the peoples that there 
is no need for separate individuals to worry 
about delivering themselves from war: the 
Governments themselves in their conferences 
will arrange it so that at first they will reduce 
and then altogether abolish their Armies. But 
this is false. 


Means of liberation 


To reduce and abolish Armies can only be 
done against the will and in no wise in accor- 
dance with the will of the Governments. The 
reduction and abolition of armed forces will 
only come about when people stop trusting 
Governments, and will themselves seek their 
salvation from the disasters oppressing them, 
and will seek this salvation not in the compli- 
cated and devious combinations of the diplo- 
mats but in the simple fulfilment of the duty 
of every man, written in all religious teachings 
as well as in the heart of every man, the law 
not to do to another that which you would not 
wish to be done to you, and still more not to 
kill one’s neighbour. 


The reduction and then too the abolition of 
armed forces will occur only when public 
opinion will brand with shame people who out 
of fear or for gain sell their freedom and join 
the ranks of murderers, called troops: but 
people—-now unknown and even condemned— 
who, notwithstanding all the persecution and 
suffering endured by them for refusing to sur- 
render their freedom into the hands of other 
people, to become besides tools for murder— 
will appear for what they are: the vanguard 
champions and benefactors of mankind. Only 
then will occur first the reduction and then the 
total abolition of armed forces, and a new era 
in the life of mankind will dawn. 


That time is near at hand. And that is why I 
think that your opinion that refusals of mili- 
tary service are essentially phenomena of 
enormous importance and that they will free 
mankind from the disasters of wars, is absol- 
utely correct—but that your opinion that a 
conference can bring this about, is absolutely 
mistaken. A conference can only distract the 
eyes of the people from the single means of 
salvation and liberation. 

Moscow, JANUARY 1899 


Bobby McGinley, draft refuser of Waterbury in 
Connecticut, stands with signs outside the 
Pentagon after an all-night vigil at Defence 
Department Headquarters last October. On the 
left is a giant reproduction of the official noti- 
fication sent by the Department of Defence to 
bereaved relatives. On the left is McGinley’s 
reply. It reads: ‘“ Dear Sirs—I love my coun- 
try’s flag, but who am I to love my country’s 
flag? Only a fellow American. Who owns this 
flag? Our country? Our flag? Kill country—kill 
our flag. Kill our fellow Americans! Kill our 
sons!! BRING OUT YOUR DEAD!!! ” 


| 
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Beale Street 
Blues 


Beale Street in Memphis, March 29, as 
dustmen on strike march in defiance 


of National Guardsmen with armoured 


trucks and drawn bayonets. The 
posters tell the truth—only on the 
previous day a protest led by Dr 
Martin Luther King in support of the 
strike ended with one black youth 
shot dead by the police and 70 in- 


| jured when a handful of marchers 


broke into a draper’s and a liquor 
store. 


The dustmen have been on strike 
since February 12 for union recogni- 
tion and better pay. Nine out of ten 
are black—most of the white dustmen 
are scabbing. But even March 29’s 
police violence has not yet succeeded 
in shifting the black resistance into 
relying on counter-violence. 


MORE CRACKS 
IN THE 
SYSTEM 


Another sign of resistance from 
within the US armed forces: Second 
Lieutenant Dennis Morrisseau, sta- 
tioned at Fort Devens in Massachu- 
setts and due for duty in Vietnam, 
was arrested recently by White House 
police for ‘picketting without a 
permit”. 

His picket sign just said ‘120,000 
American Casualties: Why? ”—but 
he was wearing his uniform at the 
time. First the guards told him to 
stop, but when he refused he was put 
in a car and driven off for military 
questioning. Two days later he was 
back, this time without his uniform, 
but still with his sign—and a permit 
this time.—LNS-ICN 


13,000 draft 
refugees 
in Canada 


Apparently there are now 13,000 
Americans of draft age (and sex) in 
Canada. How many are draft refugees 
is unknown, but the Toronto Anti- 
Draft Union have said recently that 
oe are still greeting about 125 a 
week. 


That’s just Toronto—and in Quebec 
about 80 letters a day are being re- 
ceived by the Montreal Council to 
Aid War Objecters from Americans 
seeking asylum. US police are patrol- 
ling roads to the frontier in Ontario, 
but they aren’t having much success. 
Meanwhile plans for a return immi- 
gration of draft refugees to join the 
Resistance within the States are in 
preparation —LNS-ICN 


Conservative estimates 


There are 2,500 CIA agents—at the 
very least—in the Tokyo area of 
Japan. This is the minimal estimate 
of researchers on Japan's leading con- 
servative newspaper. The _ paper’s 
features editor passed the figure on 
in conversation with Kenneth Rexroth 
of the San Francisco Bay Guardian. 


Arrests in Bolivia 


More than 200 trade union leaders 
and members of opposition parties 
have been arrested in Bolivia, admits 
General Rene Barrientos, head of the 
regime.—LNS 


Sixty days jail for US tax refuser 


Martin Jezer writes—Hartford, Con- 
necticut, March 25: Neil Haworth, a 
tax refuser, printer, and member of 
the editorial board of WIN Magazine, 
published by the War Resisters 
League, today was sentenced to 60 
days in prison for contempt of court. 
Haworth, a Quaker pacifist who has 
refused to pay Federal taxes since 


1963, refused to comply with a court 
order to turn over a list of his assets 
to the Internal Revenue Service. 

Neil said, “I cannot, in good con- 
science, give the government money 
which will be used for military pur- 
poses. I cannot, in good conscience, 
provide information which may facili- 
tate the forcible collection of money 


SNCC leader on trial 


Rap Brown, chairman of SNCC, faces 
a likely sentence of five to ten years 
jail when he stands trial on charges 
of inciting riot, “‘ advocating Criminal 
Syndicalism ”, and carrying a weapon 
while on bail. His conviction will in- 
evitably encourage the growth of 
violence in America’s black resistance 
movement. 

SNCC has called for an international 
day of protest against his certain 
conviction and heavy sentencing, and 
also against the recent Orangeburg 
Massacre, when South Carolina state 
troopers opened fire without warning 
and killed three black students and 
injured 50 more. 

SNCC calls for telegrams in support 
of Rap Brown to be sent to US Attor- 
ney General Ramsay Clarke, Washing- 


Year of the 
Demonstration 


“Our military police work closely 
with the German posts. .. . I am con- 
fident that the German police will 
protect our rights.” Words of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the US Army 
in Europe, James Polk, speaking on 
the AFN on March 21. 

He predicted that “1968 very prob- 
ably could become the year of the 
Demonstration, in the USA as well as 
here.” At home and abroad more and 
more people were gaining a hearing 
““who oppose our national goals and 
effort and attempt to make our task 
more difficult.”—ICN 


oe : 


ton DC (copies to SNCC 360 Nelson 
St, SW Atlanta, Georgia 30313) and 
suggests protests, meetings, and 
appropriate activities at Embassies, 
US Information Services, US bases, 
and businesses, etc. 


US election unity 


A black-white radical alliance is 
emerging in California, it seems likely. 
The Peace and Freedom Party—pre- 
dominantly student and white—and 
the Black Panthers—black militant— 
decided on March 16 at the PFP’s 
founding convention to come together 
in coalition, while retaining their 
identity. 

A white radical, Paul Jacobs, was 
overwhelmingly adopted by the con- 
vention as its Senatorial candidate. It 
was decided to wait till June to decide 
who to run for President—Dick 
Gregory is the most likely choice, 
with Mexican-American Reies Lopez 
Tijerina a likely Vice-Presidential 
candidate—LNS 


to be used for military purposes... . 
It has been estimated that the cost to 
the United States for the war in Viet- 
nam is $1,000 per second. IRS has 
demanded that I pay enough to 
finance the war for approximately 
two seconds. I simply cannot pay for 
those two seconds of death and 
terror. 

“ Tf the only choice is to face prison or 
to buy bombs to be used against m 
fellow human beings, I prefer prison, ” 
Neil said. His wife Margaret supports 
his position. “I hope hundreds and 
hundreds of Americans will join Neil 
in tax resistance,” she said after his 
sentencing. 


PEACE THEATRE 


The “Theatre for Peace” in New 
York, a group formed to bring to- 
gether artists who might provide the 
peace movement with anti-war satire, 
drama, and dance, is looking for 
manuscripts, ideas, and contacts in 
Europe and in England. 

The group is sponsored by the New 
York-based Committee of the Profes- 
sions, and has been performing from 
a pool of some 200 volunteers since 
May 1967. 

A shortage of good anti-war scripts is 
a problem, and Theatre for Peace 
would like to exchange scripts with 
like-minded oon abroad. Interested 
artists and thespians should write to 
Gary Pogrow, 133 West 72nd Street, 
Rm 402, New York City, USA.—ICN 


From Berlin students to Gomulka 


An Open Letter to the Government of 
the People’s Republic of Poland. 


DEAR MR PRESIDENT: The _ extra- 
parliamentary opposition in West 
Berlin, which has come together in 
the fight against American imperial- 
ism and the authoritarian apparatus 
of advanced capitalism, declares its 
solidarity with the anti-authoritarian 


EASTER MARCHES 
THROUGHOUT EUROPE 


NN In Germany this Easter thousands are 


taking part in scores of marches, 
rallies, and other demonstrations for 
Nuclear Disarmament and against 
NATO and the Vietnam war. Activi- 
ties will be based on a dozen regional 
centres, including Hamburg, West 
Berlin, Frankfurt, Munich, Nurem- 
berg, and many others. 

Marches from Germany, Holland, and 


Belgium will meet on Easter Monday 
at Vaals where the three countries’ 
frontiers meet. Large contingents 
from Denmark especially are ex- 
pected to take part in German 
activities, together with other inter- 
national contingents. In Italy and 
many other countries Easter activities 
are taking place. The main French 
effort is being saved for April 22. 


protest of the Polish students and 
workers. 


In the people’s Republic of Poland 
private ownership of the means of 
industrial production has been abol- 
ished and a restoration of capitalism 
excluded and therefore the Polish 
society must grant the individual 
more real freedom than is thinkable 
under capitalism. If a tyrannical and 
narrow-minded bureaucracy hinders 
the expansion of social self-govern- 
ment and by this means the expansion 
of freedom, resistance is necessary. 


We protest at the repressing of Com- 
munist students through brutal police 
measures and summary courts on the 
part of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of Poland. 


(This letter, signed on behalf of all 
the left-wing West Berlin groups, was 
handed to the Polish mili mnission 
in West Berlin on March 13 in the 
course of a demonstration.—ICN) 
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Wilhelm Reich’s revolution 


The Function of the Orgasm, by 
Wilhelm Reich (Panther Books 
9s 6d). 


Discussion of Wilhelm Reich is not 
only important but essential to our 
integrity, for his work has been sub- 
jected to an absolutely disgraceful 
conspiracy of silence and neglect. 
Reich was born in Austria in 1897 and 
received his medical degree from the 
University of Vienna Medical School 
in 1922. He spent the next 17 years 
as a student and co-worker with Sig- 
mund Freud and from 1924 to 1930 
was Director of the Psychoanalytic 
Therapy Seminar at Freud’s Poly- 
clinic. In 1939 he fled to America as 
a refugee from Nazi persecution. He 
taught at the New School for Social 
Research in New York for two years 
and then established his own labora- 
tory and research centre at Rangeley 
in Maine where he carried on his 
experiments till 1954. 

Then on March 19, 1954, the American 
Food and Drug Administration ob- 
tained an injunction against Reich, 
enjoining him and his associates to 


refrain from selling or distributing | 


his “orgone accumulator” and all 


printed matter having any bearing | 
whatever on “orgone energy”. The : 


order covered not only pamphlets and 


bulletins but also Reich’s ten books, : 


at least two of which, antedating 
Reich’s ‘‘ orgone ” work, are generally 
recognised as psychoanalytic classics 
—-Character Analysis (1933) and The 
Mass-Psychology of Fascism (1933)— 
while yet another two—The Function 
of the Orgasm (1942) and The Sexual 
Revolution (1945)—are widely recog- 
nised as important contributions to 
clinical research, historiography, and 
psychological science. 


Reich’s crime was the invention and 
distribution of the “orgone accumu- 
lator”, a box of alternating metallic 
and non-metallic layers in which he 
claimed to be able to concentrate 
cosmic life-energy. Reich refused to 
comply with the injunction and 
ignored orders from the Federal 
Courts to stop shipping his “ acumu- 
lators”’ in interstate commerce. In 
May 1957 a Federal Court in Port- 
land, Maine, charged him with con- 
tempt of court, failure to appear at 
his scheduled trial, and refusal to 
recognise the right of public officials 
to censor and control scientific re- 
search and publication. 


Love and freedom 


For these “offences” Reich was sen- 
tenced on May 25, 1957, to two years 
jail in Federal Prison. When he went 
to jail virtually all his writings had 
been banned from interstate com- 
merce. Many of his books had been 
either physically destroyed or burned. 
He had been forced to liquidate his 
research institute. And on November 
3, 1957, he died of a heart attack in 
Lewisburg Penitentiary. The life 
which he had devoted so brilliantly 
and so unstintingly to freeing others 
ended miserably in a prison cell in 
the Land of the Free. 


It is not my se here to defend 
Reich. His effo to prevent book- 
burning and to maintain freedom of 
scientific inquiry need no defence 
whatever. Even should his final in- 
vestigations prove to be completely 
misguided, the action of the American 
Food and Drug Administration and 
the Federal Courts was a plain crime 
against the adventure of science and 
against basic human freedom. Nor do 
I intend to enter into any elucidation 


ete 


“Certainly it is true that most of us are so trapped in our character 


‘armour’ that we can hope only to live and breathe just a little more 
freely in our own lifetime. But if we are not afraid to learn to know 
ourselves, we can and should help our children to be less armoured than 
we are—otherwise the old familiar patterns of coercion and authoritar- 
janism will continue to re-emerge no matter what social and political 


changes take place.” 


of Reich’s “ orgone research ”, I have 
my own very serious reservations 
about it, and anyway it is the sort of 
question that needs to be determined 
in the end by generations of scientists 
and their experiments, with free pub- 
lication and no holds barred. Here 
would just like to review Reich’s basic 
contribution to the liberation of man- 
kind, by setting down some of the 
fundamental propositions which 
evolved from his life and work. 


Reich was a radical root-and-branch. 
For he knew, both intellectually and 
emotionally, that the advocacy by 
social reformers of the reconstruction 
of social institutions, while absolutely 
necessary, is not nearly enough. He 
knew too that political revolutionaries 


continue to talk about ‘“ apathy” and this 


deplore it and exhort men to rise and 
break their chains, yet can offer 
almost nothing to explain mass apathy 
or change it. And he also knew that 
religious and ethical revolutionaries 
continue to preach the reconstruction 
of the human spirit and point to man’s 
weakness, his hostility and “ sinful- 
ness”, his inner unfreedom—yet, 
while they may lift some few rare 
souls above the ordinary human lot, 
they too are more-or-less powerless to 
enable the great mass of people to 
liberate themselves either from op- 
pressive social institutions or from 
their own inner misery. 


Consequently Reich first phrased 


meaningfully, and then asked of him- 
self, these questions: How do weak- 
ness, fear, apathy, stupefaction, 
hatred of one’s self and others be- 
come deeply ingrained in the lives of 
the masses of people? How might 


I they-~we—be liberated? And in the 


course of asking himself these ques- 
tions he hit on one topic of prime 
importance throughout the animal 
kingdom and man: sexual love, the 
orgasm and its function: one topic 
that was easily observable and could 
be experimented and yet nevertheless 
had somehow’ been _ profoundly 
neglected. Combining his research, 
theory, and intuition in a remarkable 
intellectual synthesis, he drew (pri- 
marily in The Function of the Orgasm, 
just published for the first time in 
country) the conclusion that 
sexual love is the most liberating 
force in human life while sexual anxi- 
ety is the greatest obstdcle to human 
freedom and well-being. 


Self-respect 


Reich proclaimed that we have the 
right to respect ourselves and our 
desires. At the heart of our modern 
civilisation is the belief that man is by 
nature evil and that cooperative social 
life can occur only as we progressively 
relinquish satisfaction of our deepest 
impulses. The cornerstone of our 
attitude towards ourselves is fear of 


what the Greeks called ‘“ Hubris ”— 
assertion of Self in the face of Society 
and the Gods. The belief in “ Original 
Sin ” is absolutely central to all reli- 
gious authority and also, whatever 
comforting illusions to the contrary, 
to most current official orthodoxies in 
psychoanalysis and psychiatry. It is 
reflected in Freud’s widely accepted 
theory of man’s destructive “ Death- 
Instinct’ and in his view that the 
advance of “civilisation” inevitably 
requires an increase in personal guilt 
and societal repression. Nothing is 
more important that that we be 
liberated from this crippling distrust 
of self. To the sexually-blocked person 
the view of orthodoxy and of Freud 
may seem tough-minded, realistic, and 
profound. But to the sexually-happy 
person it is, to say the least, exceed- 
ingly superficial. 

It is superficial, according to Reich, 
because the only concept that does 
full justice to those clinical findings 
and intuitions that led Freud to speak, 
in Civilisation and its Discontents, of 
repetition-compulsion and to postulate 
a “ Death-Wish”’, is the concept of 
“primary masochism ” or ‘“‘ Emotional 
Plague’”’-~ie. the hypothesis that 
repressed libido forcibly reappears at 
some deep level as the wish to be 
pierced, burst, exploded, killed, or 
humiliated. And this necessarily in- 
volves considering our repressive 
moral, social, and political environ- 
ment. Any psychoanalytic rejection of 
Freud’s chilling postulates that does 
not bring such an environment into 
critical consideration is nothing more 
than pious mental hygiene. 


Pent-up needs 


This concept of Reich’s is historically 
of prime importance. With regard to 
public feeling about the Bomb, for 
example, probably the chief factor 
that must be analysed is not the 
military character nor even the war- 
economy and war-preparation but 
rather the universal war-spirit of 
supine passivity—i.e. the paralysis 
with which the vast majority of people 
in all countries accept precisely that 
self-same impending holocaust that 
they oppose rationally both by con- 
viction and feeling. This must betoken 
an inner fatalistic attachment to the 
feared disaster, and it is explicable 
mainly by Reich’s theory of “ primary 
masochism”: the hypothesis that, 
because of their rigid characters, 
people cannot really feel their pent-up 
needs, especially those relating to 
sexuality and creative growth, and 
therefore they dream up, seek out, 
long for, and conspire in an external 
catastrophe that will thaw their awful 
numbness, set them free, and make 
them feel again. 


It is an underground epidemic wish 
to commit suicide en masse as one 
community. Now in one sense of 
course this is Freud’s “ Death-Wish " 
—but, contrary to Freud, it does not 
inhere in people as an ineradicable 
fact of nature: rather, insisted Reich, 
it is an ‘Emotional Plague” that is 
induced, aggravated, and maximised 
in people by repressive societal and 
cultural factors. Consequently its 
elimination involves actual potency 
and its gratification and, as an obvious 
prerequisite, the moral, social, and 
political environment to permit this. 


In other words, far from requiring 
the suppression of our deepest de- 
sires, the creation of any really 
humane civilisation demands first and 
foremost that we recognise, liberate 
and gratify our deepest origina 
natures. And at this point Reich went 
beyond orthodox psychoanalysis. He 
found that our defences against love 
and freedom and happiness are 
anchored and expressed directly in 
the musculature of our bodies. Being 
so anchored, they can also be broken 
down directly. How? By objectifying 
and overcoming our resignation. And 
this involves liberating suffering 


continued on page 14 
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Luther King 
memorial 


A £100 annual prize for “a literary 
work reflecting the ideals to which 
Dr Martin Luther King dedicated his 
life” has been set up by author John 
Brunner. 


“The Martin Luther King Memorial 
Prize” will be awarded for the first 
time on the anniversary next year of 
the assassination. Plays, novels, 
essays, poems, stories, TV, radio or 
film scripts, will all be eligible, so 
long as they have been first published 
or performed in the United Kingdom 
during the calendar year preceding 
the award date. 


If more funds are _ forthcoming 
additional awards may be made, but 
not more than one in each of the 
above categories. “I hope there will 
be more money, but in the meantime 
I'm going ahead” explained John 
Brunner. 

Inquiries, works to be considered 
(three copies, not later than January 
15 in year following performance or 
publication, plus brief biographical 
details etc) and other correspondence 
to: John Brunner, The Martin Luther 
King Memorial Prize, c/o Midland 
aa Ltd, 122 Finchley Rd, London 


Telegram 


A telegram sent by Peace News to 
Southern Christian Leadership Con- 
ference, 208 Aubern Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta GA 30303 USA: 


For Peace News readers and non- 
violence workers internationally we 
record our profound distress at tragic 
and untimely death of our friend 
Martin Luther King. His courageous 
example must continue to inspire 
iar everywhere who struggle for 
berty and peace. Our deepest con- 
dolences to his family and co-workers. 
Peace News. 


BSS aT 
NEXT WEEK 


Special Features on 


MARTIN LUTHER KING 
SS 


NVAV, anyone ? 

Roger Moody writes: I would be glad 
if anyone able to arrange a meeting/ 
filmshow within the next few weeks 
to hear about the NVAV project in 
Cambodia could contact me quickly 
Sage Wood Lane, Highgate, London 


ALDERMASTON FOLK CONCERT 


will be held Easter Monday at 7 pm at 
Unity Theatre, 1 Goldington Street, 
London NWI. EUS 8647. 

(nearest tubes: Mornington Crescent, 
Kings Cross) 

Tickets 5s. Licensed Bar. 


COME EARLY 


Fer the part played by 


Dow witnesses wanted 


Anyone who took part in the demon- 
stration outside Dow Chemical Co 
(the UK subsidiary of the napalm 
people, 105 Wigmore St, London W1), 
please get in touch with Jim Radford 
(5 Clock House Rd, Beckenham, 
Kent, 650 7517) as fast as possible. 


Jim—who went to jail last year for 
calling Mr Wilson a hypocrite in a 
Brighton church—now faces another 
possible jail sentence arising out of 
what the police claim he said at the 
demonstration. He is pleading not 
guilty (of ‘‘ insulting behaviour likely 
to lead to a breach of the peace ”) and 
needs witnesses to bear out his 
innocence. 


On Tuesday he was handing out leaf- 
lets calling for witnesses to come 
forward outside Dow. The prosecu- 
tion case was due to be completed on 
Wednesday, at Marlborough Street 
Magistrates Court. 


The leaflet, entitled “A little matter 
of justice’, ran: 3 
If you work for the Dow Chemical 
Company, or in the same building or 
vicinity, you may be able to prevent a 
miscarriage of justice. 


Between 12.30 and 2 pm on March 
15, a peaceful demonstration took 
place outside this building, in protest 
the Dow 


Chemical Company (USA) in manu- 


s y s s 
India’s crisis 
India and the Crisis of Ideology was 
the theme of the first in a series of 
Resurgence sponsored conferences, 
which was held at Oxford last week- 
end. Helen Mayer writes: 


Whilst broadly advocating a decen- 
tralised non-violent approach, Dr 
Fritz Schumacher, Economic Advisor 
of the National Coal Board as well as 
Founder and Director of the Inter- 
mediate Technology Group, asserted 
that the violence that leads to war is 
the outcrop of far-reaching attitudes 
of violence that affect the whole of 
life. Today the trend is towards a 
working type of technology that is 
violent towards the balance of nature 
itself and which, even in would-be aid 
programmes for developing poorer 
countries, imposes its own method 
rather than making help available to 
serve the real needs of the people 
concerned. Dr Schumacher demon- 
strated that urban poverty was in 
effect the overspill of rural poverty. 
In the technoiogy group’s manual 
“ Tools for Progress ” a beginning has 
been made to make low cost technical 
apparatus known. Study groups for 
rural health and low cost housing 
have already been formed and others 
planned. 


It will certainly be of lasting benefit 
that Jayaprakash Narayan, devoted to 
the Sarvodaya Movement, and the 
Intermediate Technology Group met 
at the conference. We looked towards 
a development of Gramdan through- 
out India and ultimately the world 
that would overcome the_ drive 
towards profit and power and thereby 
the limits of the nation state. 


facturing napalm for use against the 
people of Vietnam. 


During this demonstration I was 
arrested while I was speaking through 
a loud hailer from the pavement on 
the opposite side of Orchard Street. 


It is alleged by the police that I called 
out Baby Killers and that I described 
Dow employees as child murderers. 
My defence will be that I used the 
words baby killers only in the con- 
text of a discussion as to whether or 
not such a slogan was justified, and 
that I did not use the words child 
murderers at any time. 


I shall try to prove that far from in- 
sulting or vilifying them I made a 
careful distinction between the 
employees of Dow in London and the 
major shareholders in America, and 
that I appealed to the former in the 
name of our common humanity for 
help in the campaign against napalm. 


Unless I can show that the police 
evidence is inaccurate I face a possi- 
ble prison sentence. If you heard what 
I was saying immediately before my 
arrest, or if you heard my appeal to 
Dow employees—you can help me to 
establish the truth. You have no 
reason to help me other than a con- 
cern for justice and fair play—but if 
you are prepared to, please phone me 
at 650 7517 as quickly as possible. The 
case continues at Marlborough Street 
on Wednesday April 10. 

If in fact, I had used these words in 
the manner alleged, and if you had 
heard me—it would be your duty to 


Art for Vietnam 


“The biggest exhibition of the year of 
mixed contemporary art” opened on 
Tuesday April 9 at Camden Studios, 
Camden Street, NW1. It is organised 
by Medical Aid for Vietnam, and 
those taking part have agreed to 
donate all or part of their takings to 
alleviate sufferings in North Vietnam, 
and NLF areas of South Vietnam 
(that means 27 million out of 31 
million Vietnamese). 


Over 150 artists are taking part in the 
exhibition which will run till April 
18, till 9 pm each night. They include 
Eduardo Paolozzi, Jim Dine, Michael 
Ayrton, Hugh Casson, Feliks Topolski, 
and John Piper. Total value of paint- 
ings, sculptures, engravings and 
prints is estimated at £15,000, prices 
range from five guineas to 900 
guineas. 


Vietnam 


Polaris 


offer your services as a prosecution 
witness. The Officer in Charge is 
Superintendent Keen of Marylebone 
Lane police station. 


More witnesses 


Ian Lamb (above) was arrested in 
Grosvenor Square on March 17, and 
has been charged with causing actual 
bodily harm. He denies that he was in 
any way violent during the demon- 
stration, is pleading not guilty, and 
needs witnesses. Anyone who saw him 
in Grosvenor Square, please get in 
touch c/o Peace News. 


Spy flights 
from 
Britain ? 


Spy flights over Eastern Europe are 
carried out from a United States Air 
Force base in North Oxfordshire, 
while a British Government radio 
station in Northamptonshire is the 
communications centre for the flights. 
The USAF base is at Upper Heyford, 
about half way between Northampton 
and Daventry, and the radio station 
is just off the A43, just south-west of 
the village of Brackley, which is 
about mid-way between Northampton 
and Oxford. 

At least that is what an American 
serviceman told a reader who gave 
him a lift about a year ago. Whether 
the information is still true, or how 
true it was at the time we can’t tell 
you. It sounds very plausible—the 
fact that the serviceman was “slightly 
inebriated ” at the time if anything 
increases the likelihood of his speak- 
ing the truth. 


Nato 


ALDERMASTON @® 


Friday 12 April Saturday 13 April 
Aldermaston 12am Reading 10am 


Information: 


Sunday 14 April 
Slough 10am 


CND 14 Grays Inn Rd, WC1. 


Monday 15 April Rally 3pm 
Turnham Grn 10am_—s Trafalgar Sq 


01-242 3872 
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Wilhelm Reich’s revoiution 


from page 12 


human beings from the stranglehold 
of their own musculature: the break- 
down of chronic tension in the eyes 
and head which has literally “ closed 
their eyes” to reality: the undoing of 
the chronic muscular spasms in the 
throat through which they have 
literally ‘swallowed down” their 
rage at a lifetime of abuse: the liber- 
ation of the deep hopeless longing 
and uncontrollable sobbing impulses 
which have tied up the musculature 
of their arms and chests since in- 
fancy: the working-out of the painful 
spasms in the pelvis which have 
turned sexuality into terror and cold 
hate: the final unification of the 
liberated body in the warm “ melt- 
ing” sensations of “giving” and 
“ surrender ”’. 

The deepest human armour against 
love and freedom lies in the mechan- 
ism of resignation—the acceptance of 
evil. Our civilisation believes in the 
incurability of certain diseases: in 
the ineradicability of war and ex- 
ploitation: in the transitory nature of 
love: in the impossibility of achieving 
genuine liberty and human happiness. 
To believe in these negative platitudes 


is considered to be an indication of 
“sophistication” and “ maturity”. 
To hope and strive otherwise is to be 
thought “naive” and “infantile”. 
But Reich demonstrated that, far 
from being a sign of anything at all 
praiseworthy, this resignation is a 
specific analysable symptom of the 
most profound bio-psychic illness. To 
be resigned or to “ resign oneself” is 
chronically to cut off one’s deepest 
impulses of love and outrage. It is to 
accept that “it’s no use” and that 
‘nothing can be done”’. 

My own impression is that there is 
not a great deal that is specifically or 
originally ‘Reichian” about this 
diagnosis and technique, but rather 
that Reich was the first person to have 
the guts and great good sense to put 
it across noisily and enthusiastically, 
with lots of hard work and persistent 
effort. That which can be analysed 
can, in part at least, be overcome. 
Certainly it is true that most of us 
are so trapped in our character 
“armour” that we can hope only to 
live and breathe just a little bit more 
freely in our own lifetime. But if we 
are not afraid to learn to know our- 


selves, we can and should help our 
children to be less armoured than we 
are—otherwise the old familiar pat- 
terns of coercion and authoritarian- 
ism will continue to re-emerge no 
matter what social and_ political 
changes take place. 


Thanks to Reich’s pioneering work, 
and the refining and revamping of it 
by men like Norman Brown and 
Herbert Marcuse, it is now possible 
for us to understand, as never before, 
just how represive social instiutions 
get under our skin and become so 
much “second nature” to us that it 
is difficult or impossible for us to 
criticise them. We can see how as tiny 
infants we learn to accept frustrations 
with resignation and apathy instead 
of fighting back. We can see how we 
learn—how we are made to learn—to 
transform our spontaneous protests 
at injustice into rationalisations of 
our own enslavement. We can under- 
stand how we voluntarily turn our 
anger and indignation at sick society 
into hatred of our fellow-sufferers, 
into guilt over our own rebelliousness, 
into “nervous exhaustion” and 
“ world-weariness ” and, finally, into 


youn arven's PERSONAL COMMENT 
Pornography of the right 


“ Sir—why not arm the police on 
this special duty with thin canes 
like the ones sometimes used when 
I was at school, we often used them 
when making our own kites. They 
are so thin and flexible they would 
be easy to carry and use and, by 
heaven, they would swish through 
the air on the hands and legs and 
backsides of these long-haired 
trouble-makers so that they 
wouldn’t be able to sit down in 
Grosvenor Square or anywhere 
else... . Surely the softest hearted 
do-gooder couldn't call this police 
brutality? ” 


I have not made this up—it is a 
quotation from a letter written to the 
Yorkshire Post by a Mr North of 
Bridlington. It is at once apparent 
that Mr North has thoroughly enjoyed 
himself in composing his missive. The 
“by heaven” inserted in the second 
sentence suggests that while writing 
it down he also read it aloud, perhaps 
to an admiring family circle, accom- 
panying his declamation with a re- 
sounding thump of the fist on the 
table. But the image he has created 
of mass-flagellation of the young of 
both sexes in the London streets does 
seem to have disturbed his conscience 
a little. Thus the suddenly defensive 


final sentence—they couldn’t call it 
brutality—could they? 

There also seems to be a certain con- 
fusion of ideas in the overall concept 
of the recommended strategy. If the 
“backsides” of the demonstrators 
are to be beaten with the canes—this 
is presumably an essential, and no 
doubt the tight jeans worn by many 
young girls these days have something 
to do with it—how are the police 
going to get round behind them in 
the melee? A crowd confronting a 
cordon is not usually advancing arse- 
foremost. But nevertheless the point 
made by Mr North is clear enough, 
and unfortunately his particular se- 
quence of non-sequiturs is not con- 
fined to the pro-American and 
authoritarian factions in our society. 


A great deal of wind has lately been 
expended in official and semi-official 
circles on the subject of “ planned 
violence” by the organisers of 
demonstrations. There may have been 
some—though I personally have not 
come across it—but results on March 
17 would indicate that the “ plan- 
ning” was both incompetent and con- 
fined to a very small number of 
persons. But it is true that many 
people were looking forward, with a 
mixture of glee and trepidation, to a 
regular punch-up. Speaking for my- 
self, trepidation exceeded glee, and I 


Denis Knight 
THE CARPENTER’S SON 


My name was Yuri Alekseyvitch Gagarin. 
My father was a carpenter. 

But I in my eight-and-twentieth year 
Russian heaven high was hurled 

Above the wood and water world. 


In the black sky the carpenter’s son 
Between the raging sun and mildest moon 
Has seen the blue and green earth softly spin. 


cravenly removed myself from the 
march after the assembly in Trafalgar 
Square. 

But for the majority of those who did 
not, a precise intention to bash a 
cope can scarcely have been formed 
in their minds. ‘If the polizei hit us, 
we will hit them” is the most prob- 
able train of thought. Is not this a 
fair equivalent to Mr North’s shifty 
veering between his stimulated con- 
templation of youthful bottoms being 
caned and alarmed repudiation of any 
lust for brutality? Who can assess the 
relative degrees of sexual excitement 
produced by (1) the whipping of 
students and (2) the forcible dis- 
mounting of a horse-constable? But 
surely it is in fact produced by both 
circumstances? Or rather, by the 
thought of both circumstances, be- 
cause in the event such hurly-burlies 
become semi-comical and muddled. 


So we are left with a kind of prospec- 
tive-and-retrospective mass-porno- 
graphy. This is an attitude towards 
Vietnam long entrenched in America, 
and now it has got its grip on us. 
Which means that an acceptance of 
the status quo—i.e. continued war at 
existing levels—has become an inte- 
gral part of the London “ peacenik 
psyche”. Yet the same newspaper 
from which I lifted Mr North’s egre- 
gious letter also carried LBJ’s 
announcement of his withdrawal from 
the election, etc. The status quo no 
longer exists. 


Marble - and - dart - throwers, polizei 
afficionadoes: the foundations of your 
current way of life are crumbling! 
Events are making us all look a pack 
of right monkeys. I think the peace 
movement ought to accept this and be 
monkeys. Solemn reproach hasn’t 
worked, violence won’t work, so why 
not try a bit of mischief? Not en 
masse, but individually. Don’t send 
your ideas into this paper. Carry 
them out and keep your traps shut. 
The best wheeze ever pulled was by 
the Spies for Peace over that RSG. 
Nobody to this day seems to know 
who was responsible. Something else 
of the same sort could well be our 
“Tet Offensive.” 


the all-but-total inability to go on 
fighting. 

It was to precisely these kinds of 
problems that Reich directed his 
efforts, according to his lights—just 
as it was against this terrible reality 
of the “ Emotional Plague” and the 
trend towards mass suicide that he 
evolved and, rather desperately, tried 
to apply his great theory of “ primary 
masochism”. I do not know whether 
he discovered all the answers to all 
the questions he formulated, nor do 
I know whether he ever found the 
cure for the Plague: but he did 
accurately phrase the questions and 
name the disease, and certainly no 
less radical prescription than his can 
possibly be of any avail to us today. 


To be sure, Reich had many faults. 
He was, by all accounts, stupidly 
sectarian and dogmatic and narrow- 
minded (though all this is partly 
explicable as the paranoia of an ex- 
cellent sensitive thinker who fled 
from one form of totalitarianism only 
to be persecuted by another) and the 
so-called ‘“ Reichian Movement” has 
often tended to amplify these failings 
still further with its fanaticism, its 
high-mindedness, its way of implying 
that “only one thing is necessary ” 
and that other people and other 
things must automatically be subor- 
dinated to this thing. Moreover, 
Reich’s theories do not offer any 
really convenient theory of intellec- 
tual growth and change, and it is hard 
to conceive of them carrying an ade- 
quate explanation of artistic creativ- 
ity. And with his somewhat reductive 
biological theories, and the attitudes 
underlying them, went an awfully 
humourless anthropology which in- 
sisted that the Trobriand Islanders 
were the best models for the whole 
human enterprise! Yet Reich, unlike 
Freud, was able in the final analysis 
frankly to tell his patients and readers 
the plain unvarnished truth: that they 
can begin to live decent emotional 
lives only by putting themselves 
radically at odds with existing society. 
And for this the American Govern- 
ment hounded him down like vermin 
and burned his books and papers and 
threw him in jail to rot and die! 


Then fair enough: if I wanted some 
kind of Joshua to lead us all into the 
Promised Land, I would not vote for 
Reich, nor indeed for a Reichian. But 
with our situation as it is right now, 
where the problem is more and more 
becoming that of how best to live, we 
need at least Reich’s insights and 
programmes. “ Love, work, and know- 
ledge are the well-springs of life. 
They should also govern it.” That was 
his message—yes, it is simple, isn’t 
it?—and nobody today has yet taken 
it any further. Come to think of it, 
almost nobody is even bothering to 
take it very seriously. It’s good to see 
his books at last appearing in this 
country in readily available editions 
and at cheap prices, for I can think of 
no more crucial message than this for 
people who are striving to bring forth 
hope in the midst of apathy and 
liberation from enslavement. 


HELP! 


WITH PEACE NEWS SALES AND 
DISTRIBUTION 

On the Aldermaston March at 
Easter 

also with Peace News packing, 
every Wednesday evening and all 
day Thursdays. 

Please get in touch now er with our 
Housemans bookstall on the spot; 
even half an hour would be useful. 


ry 


As this is a free service we reserve the right to 

Select from notices sent in. To make the service 

as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 

1. Send entries to arrive not later than first 
Post Monday (Friday preferred). 

2. Include date, town, place (hall, street), 
Nature of event, speakers, organiserg (and 
secretary's address). 

To publicise full details, book a classified or 

displayed advertisement. 

Remember to order copies of Peace News for 

your advertised meeting: Sale or Return, From 

Circulation Dept., 5 Caledonian Road, N.1. 


12 April, Friday 


NEWBURY, BERKS. 11 am, Main Street. Street 
theatre involving public and police, to bring 
Vietnam to English streets. 3 pm, prayers and 
exorcism at Welford USAF base followed by in- 
vasion to reclaim the land for sacred purposes. 
Christian Non-violent Action and CHURCH. 
Details: Viv Broughton, CHA 9361 (work hours). 


12-15 April Fri-Mon 


ALDERMASTON, Friday 12. 12 noon, Falcon 
Field. March to arrive Burghfield at 2.45 pm 
for tea and public meeting. Arrive Queen 
Street, Reading at 6 pm. Coaches will be 
Parked in Queen Street to take marchers to 
London for accommodation. Those without 
accommodation go into car park where help 
may be available. Saturday 13. Reading, 10 
am, Palmer Park, London Road (1 mile Lon- 
don side of Reading). The road on this section 
of the march is under major repair and is 
dangerous—keep well to the left. Those missing 
lunch and going to Warren Row form up at 
flag markers RSG 6. Knowl Hill, arrive 1 pm 
for lunch. Arrive 4.15 pm for tea Kidwell Park, 
Maidenhead. Arrive 6.30 pm Burnham Lane, 
Slough, where coaches will be parked. Sunday 
14. Slough, 10 am, Wellington Street, Dangerous 
Points at traffic lights and junction with M4. 
12 noon for lunch Colnbrook By-Pass, Procea 
Factory (opp Chequers pub). 4 pm for tea at 
Osterley. 6.15 pm dispersal at Chiswick Town 
Hall for coaches. Monday 15. Acton Green, 


fietnam 
atl Walr 
StICKerS 


Samples and lists of stickers, badges, 
Hterature. Send s.a.e. to Housmans, 
5 Caledonian Road, London, N1. 


Ig am, Turnham Green Station. 12 noon lunch 
at Hyde Park Exhibition Site. 2 pm Trafalgar 
Square for rally (rear of march approx one 
hour later). 


16 April, Tuesday 


BEXLEYHEATH, KENT. 7.30 pm. ‘ Lord 
Bexley’ (opp Bexleyheath Clock Tower). 
Bexleyheath Folk Centre. Bexley YC'ND. 


LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 16 Kilburn House, 
vern Place. Kilburn Anarchists. 


16-17 April, Tues-Wed 


LONDON NWS8. St Mark's Hall, Abercorn Place. 
Special International Conference on Student 
Power. Adm 2s per day. Order tickets (state if 
accommodation overnight required) from: The 
Business Manager, Resurgence, 94 Priory Road, 
London NW6. 


17 April, Wednesday 


LEICESTER. 8 pm. 1 The Crescent, King Street. 
Leicester Project, libertarian/peace action & 
discussion. 


Mal- 


18 April, Thursday 


BRIGHTON, 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre, Ship 
Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate. “‘ The 
Freedom Folk ''—folksong, ballads, blues and 
poetry. 


LEYTONSTONE. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Bush Road. Meeting E10 & Ell group PPU. 


21 April, Sunday 


TRAFALGAR SQUARE. 2.30 pm. ‘‘ Greece Must 
be Free! "’ Rally followed by march to Down- 
ing Street and Greek Embassy. Speakers include 
Melina Mercouri. Greek Cttee Against Dictator- 
ship & North London Group for Restoration of 
Democracy in Greece. 60 Tottenham Court 
Road, W1. 


24 April, Wednesday 


NEWCASTLE-ON TYNE. 7.30 pm. Private 
Theatre, Pilgrim Street. Public meeting— 
‘Conflict in the 70s’’. Rev Paul Oestreicher, 


Mrs Hilda Bernstein. CND. 


Terms: Discounts for 


6d per word, min. 4s. 
series. Box No. 1s extra. Cash with order (not 
stamps please). Adverts ta reach 5 Caledonian 


Rd., London, N.1 by first post Monday. Box 
No. replies to same address. Displayed advert- 
isements rates on application. 


Personal 


COMMUNALISM/GOODWILL. Not 
Communism/Bloodshed. 


Capitalism/ 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex Fether- 
lite 14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 12s dozen. 
Real Skins three for 15s 6d. Dept PN, Personal 
Service, 626 Leeds Road, Dewsbury. 


YOUNG GIRL (or mother with 1-2 yr old) 
offered own room (Jun/Jul/Aug) plus £2 per wk 
in return for presence (half days and some 
eves) in pacifist’s home (1 child) in Alkmaar, 
The Netherlands. Weekend return tickets to 
Amsterdam provided when desired plus return 
fare to London. Please write: L. K. Clarke, 
Honthorstlaan 334, Alkmaar, The Netherlands. 


Publications 

ANY BOOK IN PRINT can be supplied by Hous- 
mans to all parts of the world. Book tokens 
issued and exchanged. Large stocks of books, 
paperbacks, peace literature, greeting cards, 
stationery, etc. $.30 am to 6 pm Mon to Sat. 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London Ni. 
01-837 4473. 


CONTACT, a South African liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apar- 


RESURGENCE 
FOURTH WORLD 
CONFERENCES 


STUDENT POWER 
16/17 April, ‘St Mark’s Hall, Abercorn Place, 
London NW8 
Sponsored by the Editors of Student Resurgence 
Convenor: 
Jacob Garonzhki, 94 Priory Road, London NW6. 


WEEKEND WORKSHOP ON 
NEIGHBOURHOOD POWER 


11/12 May, Manchester 
“New forms of action outside 
power structure ' 


the existing 


“The mits of social work in terms of 
neighbourhood power ' 
‘The impact of neighbourhood power on 


national issues' etc. 
Speakers: John O'Malley, Mark Newnes, 
Pat Emmanuel 
Convenor: 
Nick Zienau, 10 Victoria Avenue, Manchester 20 


ARTISTS AND THE ACCURSED 
QUESTIONS 


25/26 May, Falmouth 
Speakers: Lionel Miskin, Tom Philips, 
Roy Oliver, Jim Haynes, Derek Savage 

Convenor: 
Lionel Miskin, Falmouth School of Art, 
Woodlane, Falmouth, Cornwall 


INTERMEDIATE TECHNOLOGY 
27/28 July, Birmingham University 
Speakers: Dr E. F. Schumacher, Satish Kumar 
Convenor: 

Ruth Richardson, 52 Green Meadow Road 
Birmingham 29 


DRUGS AND 
TRANSCENDENTALISM 


3 August, London 
Speakers: 
Paul Senft: ‘A Personal Crisis ' 

David Kuhrt: ' Flower Power and Capitalism’ 
Jeffrey Gibian: ‘ East-West Conflict—Is There a 
Solution? ' 

Convenor: 

David Kuhrt, 127 Highbury New Park, 

London N5 : 
A special five-day conference on 


THE BREAKDOWN OF NATIONS 


{ncreasingly the question of the size of political 
units is coming to dominate political discussion, 
and increasingly it is acknowledged that the 
larger the unit the smaller the prospects of 
rational governmental behaviour and _ the 
prospects of freedom and peace. Why is this? 
What other forms of government should men 
seek? This will be the major theme of this 
important, conference perhaps the first of its 

kind ever to be held. 
Prof Leopold Kohr, Dr E. F. Schumacher, 
Gwynfor Evans MP, Sir Herbert Read, Rev 
Michael Scott, Dr Carlo Doglio, Donald Groom, 
and speakers from Nagaland, Biafra, Anguilla, 
Scotland, Catalonia, Tibet, Brittany, Swaziland 

and other countries. 

5/9 August, London 

Convenor: 

Jacob Garonzhki, 94 Priory Road, London NW6 


THE CRISIS OF MASS URBANISM 


7/8 September, Leicester 
Perhaps the most portentous revolution in 
human history is taking place under our 
noses, and almost unremarked. All over the 
world machines are replacing men on the 
land, and men are flocking to live in huge 
centralised urban complexes which in earlier 
ages were graced with the name of cities. Are 
such complexes viable? 
Speakers: to be announced 
Convenor: 
Arthur Humphrey, 1 The Crescent, King Street, 
Leicester 


PEACE RESEARCH, PEACE 
JOURNALISM AND ACTION 


28/29 September, Stroud, Glos. 
Speakers: Dr Fred Blum, Donald Groom, 
Roger Barnard 
Convenor: 

Helen Mayer, c/o Peace News, 

§ Caledonian Road, London N1 
The Fourth Worid is concerned with the 
dispersal of all forms of power into small 
units which people can control. It projects an 
organic and human orientated structure as 
opposed to the dangerously artificial and 
machine orientated structures that prevail. 
For a copy of ‘ Resurgence’ (now in its third 
year) and complete details of the above con- 
ferences send 3s: ‘The Business Manager, 
Resurgence, 94 Priory Road, London NW6 


theid and colonialism. 6 months 8s 9d, 12 
months 17s. Box 1979, Cape Town, SA. 


For sale 

BADGES. Bargain packs: 50 different £1, 20 
different €s.: Limited offer to clear. Cash and 
large sae with order to D. Webb, 27 Beech 
Grove, Whitley Bay, Northumberland (GB only). 


WHAT A RECORD! Harold Wilson and the 
Party songsters in their 1964 General Election 
theme song ‘‘ Let’s Go With Labour "’, Did they 
really promise these things? Get the record for 
2s 6d (postage 6d) from Housmans, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Nl. 
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Peace News 


an independent weekly 
Co-editors: Roger Barnard (Features) 
Peter Willis (Sub-editor) 
Bob Overy (News) 
Editorial Assistants: Kevin McGrath 
Joanalee Hurwitt 
Promotion: Richard Vaughan 
Peter Drinkwater 
Distribution: Richard Squirrell 
Subseriptions: Julie Kettle 
Ads/Diary: Barbara Higgins 
Accounts: Ivy Mister 
General Manager: Harry Mister 


5 Caledonian Read, Kings Cross, 
London Nl. Telephone TER 4473 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Great Britain: 3 months iés 3d, 6 months 
33s 6d, 1 year 63s. 

Abroad (seamaii): $3 months 15s 9d, 6 months 
Sls $d, 1 year 60s. Add 10s p.a. for pamphlets. 


AIRMAIL EDITIONS 


North Africa and Middle East: 3 months, 16s 6d, 
€ months $2s 6d, 1 year 63s. 

India, Africa and South East Asia: 3 months 
18s 5d, 6 months 36s 10d, 1 year 72s. 

Australia, New Zealand and Far East: 3 months 
20s 7d, 6 months 41s 2d, 1 year 86s, 

North America: $10 a year to Peace News, c/o 


AFSC, 160 North 15th St, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


BADGES 


for Easter 


6d each * 5s dozen * 50 for £1 
STOP THE WAR IN VIETNAM - * 
WARS WILL CEASE WHEN MEN 
REFUSE TO FIGHT * BLACK AND 
WHITE HANDSHAKE * SAVE 
STANSTED * CIVIL LIBERTY * 
CALL UP, COUNT ME OUT * NEW 
TOWNS NOT NEW BOMBS * MAKE 
LOVE NOT WAR * AGAINST CON- 
SCRIPTION * PEACE NEWS WITH 
WAR RESISTERS BADGE * ANAR- 
CHIST BLACK & RED SYMBOL * 
C100 CND SYMBOL * POLARIS 
MUST GO * ANTI-APARTHEID * 
PAX VIETNAM * INACTIVE TODAY 
—RADIOACTIVE TOMORROW * NO 
TAXES FOR WAR * REMEMBER 
HIROSHIMA 

ls each * 10s dozen * 50 for 35s 


VIETNAM LOTUS SYMBOL 

WAR IS GOOD BUSINESS ... 

ae THE BULLET * DOWN WITH 
NO WAR: ATOMIC, BIOLOGICAL, 
CHEMICAL 

ATOMS FOR PEACE NOT WAR 

LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH 
postage: up to 6, 4d; up to 12, 6d; 


above FREE 
Housmans Badge Dept, 
5 Caledonian Road, London NI. 
DS a | 
rf | renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another 
This pledge signed by each 
member is the basis of the Peace 
Pledge Union send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters Dick Sheppard 
House 6 Endsleigh Street WC1 


Tribune 


is not the most pacific of 
left-wing weeklies. 

It is angry, turbulant, and 
sometimes intolerant - but 
never of vegetarians, flat- 


earthers or non-Labour Party 
peace workers 


Every Friday from all 
newsagents Is 
or take advantage of this 


special offer 
8 weeks for 6s (pest free) or $1 US 


Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 
Students, 10 weeks for 5s. 


Air edition 8 weeks for 10s; US, 
6 weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1 (Block letters, 


FREEDOM PRESS 


publish 


Anarchy 
monthly 2s 


Freedom 
weekly 6d 


Available on the Aldermaston march 
Trial subscription to both for two 
months: 8s post free 


17a Maxwell Road, London SW6 


PLEASE SEND ME TRIBUNE 
FOR EIGHT WEEKS 
IT ENCLOSE 6s (US $1) 


Send to: TRIBUNE, 
24 St John St, London EC1 
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EDITORIAL 


Martin Luther King 


Is it possible to know principle and 
act on it? This question, for so long 
the cancerous destroyer of modern 
man’s belief in his own purpose, was 
answered affirmatively by Dr Martin 
Luther King in every word he uttered 
and every deed he undertook. There 
is no doubt whatever that with his 
death we have lost a really great and 
good man. 


His principles, in so far as they could 
be articulated, sounded, to “ sophisti- 
cated ” ears, hackneyed and sentimen- 
tal: they smacked of “ hair-shirt” 
religion and therefore required all 
the tortuous risks of being found out, 
embarrassed, and _ isolated that 
modern man most fears. Yet they 
added up finally to the age-old 
behaviour of the prophet who never 
doubts the existence of essential law 
and his duty under its terms. And the 
incredible result of such inner 
certainty was an extraordinarily sane, 
sensitive, educated man who re- 
mained perfectly ©unembarrassed 
about proclaiming publicly the terms 
of his perception—Prayer, Loyalty, 
Loving-Kindness, Non-Violence, God 
—and scarcely conscious of the world 
of timid intellectuals and amateur 
psychologists end power-politicians 
who would rat-hole him as trouble- 
some and neurotic. 


It was his enduring achievement to 
fuse together in working synthesis the 
best of four traditions—the Judaeo- 
Christian, the American heritage of 
the dignity of man, the tradition of 
the socialist, anarchist, and labour 
movements of Europe and the United 
States, and above all, the heritage of 
committed non-violence and civil dis- 


‘A Short Walk 


to Freedom 


A Short Walk to Freedom—from 
. Trafalgar Square, Easter Monday, 
4 pm, to St Paul’s Cathedral for an 
hour-long tribute to Martin Luther 
King. Peace organisations, including 
CND, WRI, PPU, Peace News, and 
immigrant rights organisations, in- 
‘cluding the United Coloured Peoples 
‘ Association and CARD, have already 
poured in backing the tribute. It is 
. hoped many more will do so. 

Details from George Clark; 969 6536. 


obedience best exemplified by Tolstoy, 
Gandhi, and Thoreau. And the result 
was a profoundly “ American” style 
of thought and action. We ought to 
remind ourselves here that it is an 
integral part of American tradition 
to hold that freedom cannot be 
handed to people on a silver platter 
and that real men and women stand 
up for their rights. At its worst this 
comes to the sort of paranoid anti- 
Communism that is prepared to blow 
up the whole world for the sake of a 
few missile bases in Cuba. At its best 
it comes to young Negro children 
walking into school past jeering mobs 
—and demonstrators standing firm 
in front of Bull Connor’s fire hoses 
and police dogs. 


His body on 
the line 


Martin Luther King laid his own body 
on the line for this kind of justice 
time after time after time. He was 
still doing it when he was killed by 
an assassin’s bullet in Memphis last 
week. Now that he is gone we have to 
ask ourselves: What does it mean to 
be alive? For in the figure of Dr King 
we have been confronted for the last 
15 years, whether or not we ever fully 
realised it, by a real man whom for 
sheer pleasure we ought to be proud 
to emulate and who, sitting for known 
principles in filthy jails or under 
electric cattle prods and police clubs, 
found in suffering and discomfort his 
most meaningful identity and sense 
of solidarity with the human adven- 
ture. 


It is a measure of the man’s real 
stature that, in the days following his 
death, most of our national papers— 
even those of relatively mediocre bent 
—had the good grace to take up 
space with one or two decent remarks 
concerning Dr King’s significance for 
our generally wretched condition. Yet 
for those of us who read his books 
and identified with his life-style, it is 
difficult not to feel shame at the way 
he is now being referred to as “ the 
lone voice of moderation ”—etc, etc. 
This is merely to negate and mystify 
the full import of his life and beliefs. 
One can hardly believe that our 


leader-writers have ever read Dr 
King’s “Letter From Birmingham 
Jail 1963”: 


“Was not Jesus an extremist in 
Love?—' Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, pray for them 
that spitefully use you’. Was not 
Amos an extremist for Justice?— 
‘Let justice roll down like waters 
and righteousness like a mighty 
stream ’. Was not Paul an extremist 
for the Gospel of Jesus Christ?— 
‘I bear in my body the marks of the 
Lord Jesus ’. Was not Martin Luther 
an extremist?—‘Here I stand, I 
can do no other, so help me God’. 
Was not John Bunyan an extremist? 
—‘I will stay in jail to the end of 
my days before I make a butchery 
of my conscience’. Was not Abra- 
ham Lincoln an extremist?—‘ This 
nation cannot survive half-slave and 
half-free’. Was not Thomas Jeffer- 
son an extremist?—‘ We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal’. 


“So the question is not whether we 
will be extremist but what kind of 
extremist will we be. Will we be 
extremists for hate—or will we be 
extremists for love? Will we be 
extremists for the preservation of 
injustice—or will we be extremists 
for the cause of justice? ” 


So this is the “moderation” that Dr 
King stood for! Rarely in the current 
eulogising do we hear the words social 
justice—in a tone of indignation per- 
haps tempered by compassion. But in 
this matter of race is anything rele- 
vant except social justice—and com- 
passion, and the dialectic between 
them? Non-violence is meaningless— 
was meaningless to Dr King~except 
in terms of ideal goals and compas- 
sionate will to remedy intolerable 
wrongs. Then perhaps this is the 
greatest gift he leaves to mankind: 
he taught us all, both black and white, 
that sooner or later we are going to 
have to live together in community, 
and that the best way to fight glaring 
evils that we really want to get rid of 
permanently is to use groups and 
methods of organisation that already 
contain within them the elements of 
that better society in embryo. Dr King 
may not have known exactly how to 
build the Good Society—who does?— 
but he knew that the only way to find 


out is through non-violent conflict and 
resistance. 


And at this point we should be less 
concerned with the apocalyptic 
rhetoric of Stokely Carmichael and 
other Black Power militants, and 
more concerned with our own failure 
as radical pacifists to help spread the 
kind of action that Dr King contin- 
ually engaged in. Dave Dellinger’s 
remark of ten years ago is still just as 
relevant today. “ The real question is 
not, can Negroes afford to be paci- 


: fists, but are pacifists willing to be 


Negroes?’ For the institutionalised, 
camouflaged, orderly violence of 
established society on both sides of 
the Atlantic is being challenged at 
this very moment by the crude and 
unpredictable violence of a slowly- 
forming counter-society. In America 
non-violence has by and large ground 
finally to a halt in the area of black 
liberation, hesitating at the cross- 
roads and badly mauled by the seem- 
ing intractability of the problem. In 
Britain the so-called “ peace move- 
ment” has now completely lost the 
initiative, its rhetoric pre-empted and 
taken over by a new and allegedly 
“militant” Left composed mainly of 
young people who are sick unto death 
of the traditional peace groupings and 
the way their cautiousness and 
equivocation has served to legitimise 
the very structures they ostensibly 
oppose. 


In each case radical pacifists must 
move on from protest, either to the 
illusions of liberal politics or to 
genuine revolution. The former means 
maintaining an uneasy alliance with 
the status quo, while the latter—as 
Dr King understood only too well— 
requires a truly defiant non-violence 
that is engaged in active combat here 
and now. We should try either to help 
—by example!—or we should get out 
the way and shut up. 


Then let us this Easter try to take to 
heart the very real lessons of Dr 
King’s life. Corny though it may 
sound, he was a man who really did 
believe in the redemptive qualities of 
voluntary suffering and the sustain- 
ing and transforming power of human 
love. At present, neither the screams 
of the dying in the impending nuclear 
holocaust, nor the transfiguring spirit 
of love that permeated the early 
Christians as well as Dr King and his 
followers, is as real to us as the 
calumny, blows, threats, ostracism, 
arrests, and loss of income that are 
apt to accompany the kind of action 
that Dr King called for and engaged 
in to the very last day of his life. But 
if we take seriously our own words 
about the evils of militarism and 
oppression, about the inevitability of 
nuclear annihilation under the system 
of massive deterrence, about the 
liberating power of truth and love, 
about the necessity for building the 
“beloved community”, then can we 
really aspire to anything less? 


We mourn the passing of a great and 
good man whom we can ill afford to 
lose—but if he could speak right now, 
he would no doubt tell us, like Joe 
Hill, not to mourn but organise. And 
he would also tell us that non-violence 
does not die with the death of one 
great public figure but lives on in its 
unsung practitioners, and that the 
best way to honour his memory is to 
press on non-violently with the task 
of revolutionising our own society and 
eliminating war and racism and 
poverty. As he said in his last essay 
before he died, our time is winding 
up: it must be massive and militant 
non-violence—or catastrophe. 

THE EDITORS 
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